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Propel Youth Arts WA is 
the peak body for youth 
arts in Western Australia 
dedicated to creating 
opportunities for young 
people to engage in the 
arts.  
A not-for-profit organisation established in 2003, 
Propel provides a range of quality arts programs 
and services to young people living in WA.

Our programs span across all art forms from 
contemporary dance to photography, music to 
design, theatre to visual art.

Our work is focused on arts advocacy, skills 
development and access to opportunities for 
those already engaged in the arts and those 
who would like to be.

VISION

To enrich Western Australia by engaging and 
valuing young people’s creativity.

MISSION

To propel youth arts and culture through 
connecting, supporting and promoting young 
artists, arts workers and organisations in 
Western Australia.

VALUES

Creativity: in all forms including art as 
process, experience and in 
everyday life.

Integrity: valuing respect, trust and 
honesty.

Inclusiveness: of diverse range of people 
and opportunities.

Sustainability: ensuring future growth and 
support.

“Thank you for being propel, what the organisation does 
for Perth and its youth is so great! I like the website 
and the e-zine as is but quantity of good stuff, info, 
resources, workshops there are never enough”   
Grace Dunn, 25, Propel Member

STAFF MEMBERS IN 2010

Monique Douglas Executive Director  
Alison Doran Accounts Manager
Lisa D’Andrea Marketing Coordinator
Gemma McDonald jUMP Program Manager
jarrad Seng Project Development 

Officer 
Ashlee Giblett  Project Officer (National 

Youth Week 2013)
Sam Leung  Project Officer (National 

Youth Week 2013 and 
National Refugee Week 
2013)

BOARD MEMBERS

Propel Youth Arts WA is a genuinely youth-
driven organisation governed by a Board of 
Management which includes representation 
from culturally and artistically diverse young 
people.  It is mandated that at least a quarter of 
Propel’s Board of Management are aged 25 or 
under.  2012 saw some consolidation Board’s 
composition and we would like to acknowledge 
everyone that made up Propel’s skilled Board of 
Management in 2012:

Michael Patchell Chair 
jill Brown Vice Chair (Until june-April)
Tom Cramond  Vice Chair (From june-April)
Emma Wilmot  Treasurer
Rebecca Kais Secretary 
jane Coffey Member 
Lorraine Pestell Member

ABOUT 
PROPEL 
YOUTH 
ARTS WA

Staff members L – R: Lisa D’Andrea, Gemma 
McDonald, Monique Douglas, jarrad Seng and 

Ashlee Giblett. Phoo by: jarrad Seng4
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VOLUNTEERS

Propel Youth Arts WA generates diverse opportunities for young people to work with the organisation on program panels, committees and as  
volunteers on projects and at events. 

Propel Office Interns
Rachel Mongey – Western Australian Academy of Performing Arts: Arts Management 
jysae Hair - Western Australian Academy of Performing Arts: Arts Management 

Propel Program and Project Volunteers

Giusella Algeri
Lorna Baker
jo Banks
jacob Batchelor
Yvonne Binai
Monica Blaauw
jess Border
Elizabeth Brennan
jeffie jaffa Cake 
Kellie Connolly
Bianca Conway
Daniel Coultas
Sue Croke
Bonnie Davies
Alan de Burgh-Britton
Katee Declayton
julie Damasco
Alane Declaydon
Marit Demissie
Seanna Dempsey
Grace Dunn
Michelle Endersbee
Zena Ferguson

Emily Fiori
Casey Fairburn
Kelly Flemming
Chloe Forster
Sam Fox
Danielle Fusco
Krupa Gadani
jetro P Gaete-Ramirez
Robyn Gawenda
Sue Gedeon
jaccie Gillett
Gemma Gittins
Liam Gobbert
Katherine Greville
jysae Hair
Kaylah Hall-Gordon
Soo Bhin Han
Ugis Hann
Gemma Hareb
Allicia Harris
Allise Hender
Lisa Henderson
Bethra Henson

Laura Hopwood
jessica Ibacache
Ika jumali
Lucy junghans
Anaita Kanga-Parabia
Zal Kanga-Parabia
Sarah Karklins
Sarah Kenworthy
Candice Kiedo
Artemis Kitsios
Gemma Ann 
Kingsborough
Samantha Leung
Ryan Lewis 
Tailia Lomman
Lyssandra Lumley
Camila Machado
Gianna Martino
Stephanie McGann
jessica McCallum
Danni McGrath
Cheryl Millard
Sarah Miller

Lucy Mills
Lois Mitchell
Ronald Mizen
Lauren Mahony
Rachel Mongey
Karen Murphy
Renae Newman
Charley Newton
jess O’Nions
Zoe O-Neill
Brandon Ong
Quindell Orton
Abbie Pederson
Bellind Porte
Claire Quy
Kaveenar Rajendran
Karina Reeves
Tahneal Reid 
Karla Reyes
Morgan Riley
Katie Rogers
Brodie Rowlands
Nikki Sain

jenii Scott
Laura Sherry
Sylvia Shewsbury 
jaffa Smith
Anastasia Sproull
Laurissa Starling 
Abbe Stewart
joy Tan
Courtney Thorne
Lydia Turner
Kristen Twynam-Perkins
Natalie Van der Burg
Lan-Phuong Vu
Sarah Walker
Nikki Walling
Lindsay Walton
Briana Williams
Veronica Wilson
Amber Wilox
Rebecca Wesolowski
Asil Zaher
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Our Vision has been guiding our programs 
and projects and while we have recruited a 
number of fantastic new staff to support our 
increased activity in youth arts in WA, we also 
farewelled some wonderful staff members who 
have stretched their wings and gone onto new 
developments in their careers.

We welcomed our talented new team member 
Samantha Leung as National Youth Week/
National Refugee Week Project Officer. 

We bid farewell to Gemma McDonald, Propel’s 
jUMP Program Manager, as this was the final 
year of our jUMP program. A special thank 
you to Gemma for her excellent work on this 
wonderful mentoring program. 

We also said goodbye to jarrad Seng (Project 
Development Officer) and Ashlee Giblett (Project 
Officer, National Youth Week). Both made 
valuable contributions to Propel and we hope to 
work with them once again in the near future. 

2012 was a highly successful year with our core 
programs being enjoyed by thousands of young 
people across the state. It was also wonderful 
to see Propel develop new partnerships and 
projects. 

The KickstART Youth Festival, which is the 
flagship event for National Youth Week, was 
overwhelmingly successful. It was wonderful to 
see the success of the temporary Youth Arts 
Hub in the heart of Northbridge as part of it. 

The Restoring Hope art exhibition as part of 
National Refugee Week was also a great project 
which we continued to be involved with. 

Artspark, as part of the Twentyten + 1 workshop 
series, was a great opportunity for young people 
to coordinate their own arts projects. 

It was also fantastic to see the development of 
our new project MOSAIC. The community spirit 
that this exhibition generated was sensational. 

I would like to acknowledge the support of our 
funding bodies and sponsors as follows:

The Government of Western Australia through 
the Department of Culture and the Arts, The 
Department for Communities, The Australian 
Government through the Australia Council for 
the Arts, Youth Arts Queensland, Healthway 
for the Drug Aware message, Lotterywest, The 
Mental Health Commission, youthbeyondblue, 
The Ian Potter Foundation, Metropolitan 
Redevelopment Authority, Dodd Scrap Metal 
Recycling and The Squire Sanders Youth Arts 
Foundation.  

It is through their ongoing support of all our 
activities that we are able to develop and 
expand as an organisation.

To my fellow Board Members, to our Executive 
Director and to all our wonderful staff (both past 
and present), I commend your professionalism, 
your selfless dedication of time, your expertise 
and your extraordinary skills. 

I am looking forward to seeing Propel’s 
programs and projects grow and develop further 
in 2013, and continuing to see Propel offering 
quality opportunities for our young people to 
engage with the arts. 

CHAIR’S 
REPORT
Michael Patchell, Chair 2012

Again, 2012 proved to 
be a great year for Propel 
Youth Arts WA which saw 
new programs and projects 
develop.
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Monique Douglas, Executive Director

2012 saw Propel deliver current programs 
and be creative with new projects, 
welcoming on board fresh talent in the 
process.
In 2012 around 6500 young people directly participated in our programs, 
services and related events from those seeking to develop their skill, gain 
a new one or receive recognition for their work in the arts sector. Propel 
reached an audience of almost 48, 000 young people over the course of 
2012 through our various events, programs and projects. 

We kicked off the year with our very first Class Clowns as part of the 
Melbourne Comedy Festival. Five very talented young boys between 12 
and 17 gave us all a giggle and young man Alistair Baldwin, 16, won a free 
trip to Melbourne to compete in the finals during the Melbourne Comedy 
Festival. 

Thanks to the Department for Communities, it was great to see Propel 
develop the KickstART Youth Arts Market into the KicksART Festival for 
National Youth Week. The KickstART Festival and related events, including 
the overwhelmingly successful Youth Arts Hub in Northbridge, were an 
outstanding hit for young people and eager arts lovers from across the 
State. It was fantastic that the Festival was a finalist in the National Arts 
Hub Awards in the Contribution to the Australian community by a group, 
organisation or company category. 

It was wonderful to see the Restoring Hope art exhibition as part of 
National Refugee Week. Seeing the work from these remarkable young 
people was truly inspiring.  

We loved watching all our Drug Aware YCulture Metro grant recipients 
events come to fruition, with some having outcomes in the Fringe World 
2013 Program. Our mentoring program jUMP enjoyed its third and final 
year with several mentees having national and international outcomes. 
A special thank you to all the mentors for their work with these talented 
young artists.  

We farewelled some wonderfully dedicated staff members who have all 
embarked on new journeys in their careers and lives. Ashlee Giblett and 
Gemma Mcdonald were all wonderful members of the Propel team who all 
made vital contributions to the success of our organisation. And to jarrad 
Seng, we certainly will miss your office antics! It was great to welcome 
Sam Leung to the team and we look forward to working with her in 2013 
and beyond. 

“Thank you for giving me the opportunity to be part of the team and work 
on a project that has been so enjoyable. I am incredibly grateful for the 
chance I was given and will forever be thankful to the Propel team”. 
Ashlee Giblett, Project Officer KickstART Festival 2012

I would like to thank the staff and Board of Propel Youth Arts WA for 
all their dedicated hard work, passion and enthusiasm. I am grateful to 
be working with such a great team who are so dedicated to creating 
opportunities for young people to engage in the arts. 

Thank you once again to all of our funding bodies and sponsors, we are 
looking forward to working with you in the future to bring out the best of 
youth arts in Western Australia. 2012 was a successful year and we are 
dedicated to building on this in 2013 and beyond. 

EXECUTIVE 
DIRECTOR’S 
REPORT

Above 
Photo by: jarrad Seng 

Opposite  
Photo by: jarrad Seng 
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Lisa D’Andrea, Marketing Coordinator

2012 saw Propel Youth 
Arts WA deliver successful 
new programs, connect 
with unique audiences, 
refine and consolidate its 
operating strategy through 
undertaking market 
research. 
Tell Us What You Think Survey
In order to continue to deliver audience relevant 
programs and projects, Propel identified a need 
to collect more information about our members, 
subscribers and the community at large. Given 
the potential number of participants, and 
geographical area we wanted to cover, it was 
decided that an online survey was the best 
means of collecting this information. The survey 
was designed to evaluate current initiatives in 
order to forecast and cater for requirements for 
the future. 

The survey had three major focal points; 
critique of the arts industry in Western Australia, 
assessment of Propel’s services & information 
and feedback on Propel’s projects and 
programs.

The survey was distributed in two streams, 
one for members and one for non-members.  
A total of 236 people filled out our survey, 
giving a fantastic insight into the future of the 
arts industry, the needs of the sector and the 
relevance of Propel’s programs and services.

Propel E-zine
Propel’s E-zine is a popular mechanism by 
which almost 1900 subscribers receive a 
fortnightly delivery of the latest arts news, 
events, opportunities and available grants and 
funding. From january to December, we sent 
out 25 editions of the e-zine.

The content for the e-zine comes from artists, 
arts workers and many other organisations 
wishing to engage with a creative audience.  

According to the results of the ‘Tell Us What 
You Think’ survey, it was found that 78% of 
respondents agreed or strongly agreed that the 
information in the e-zine was interesting and 
relevant to them. The data collected suggests 
that the majority of e-zine readers are positively 
engaging with the content provided.

“Love the general theme of your e-zine. It’s light and 
colourful, with short sharp summaries in categories. 
Very easy to read.”  Lauren, e-zine subscriber

Website
Propel’s website had over 30 000 visitors 
to www.propel.org.au in 2012, with people 
opening an average of 2.78 pages on site. The 
grants and National Youth Week pages are the 
most visited, followed by the news and events 
pages.
 
From the ‘Tell Us What You Think’ survey, we 
found that most people visit the Propel website 
on a monthly basis, to access information about 
events and opportunities.

Social Media
Social media allows us to target key audiences 
and deliver our messages to a wider audience 
than our subscribers and members.

Propel’s facebook and twitter have continued 
to grow throughout 2012. By December, we 
had 2321 likes on facebook, an increase of 677 
likes, rising 30% since 2011. 

Whilst majority of our facebook ‘likers’ are 
located in Western Australia, Propel also have 
approximately 200 followers from other states 
around Australia. Furthermore, we have several 
‘likers’ residing overseas, including the United 
Kingdom, United States of America, Canada, 
Indonesia and France. It is very encouraging 
to see enthusiasm and support for Propel’s 
projects and activities countrywide and on a 
global scale.

Propel’s twitter also gained 450 followers, an 
increase of 45% over 12 months. Towards the 
end of 2012, Propel also joined instagram (@
propelyouthartswa) to share live images of 
projects and programs. Currently there are 85 
followers, which is expected to climb as more 
images are uploaded.

“Propel has been great with keeping people in touch 
and up to date. The Facebook page has been really 
useful.” Sarah, Graphic Designer 

Membership
We currently have 1164 Propel members. This 
group is comprised of organisations, individuals 
over 26 and individuals under 26 (whose 
membership is free). According to our survey 
results, our members enjoy the free advice, 
support and information they are provided by 
Propel.

“I love that membership was free for under 26 year olds 
- that was definitely a major incentive to join up in the 
first place.” Sarah, member

MARKETING & 
COMMUNICATIONS
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The KickstART 
Youth Festival was 
the flagship event 
for Imagine. Create. 
Inspire! National 
Youth Week 2012 in 
Western Australia.
This week long event provided 
young people with an opportunity 
to sell their creative artwork at the 
KickstART Markets, perform their 
own music in front of their peers 
and the general public, develop 
skills in creative and business skills 
workshops, exhibit their crafts and 
artwork in the KickstART Youth 
Hub and interact with other young 
people at the many events and 
forums that took place. Over six 
thousand people streamed through 
the Perth Cultural Centre to attend 
the KickstART Youth Markets and 
over two thousand visited the 
KickstART Youth Hub, which was 
officially opened by the Minister 
for Youth, the Honourable Robyn 
McSweeney.

KIcKSTART MARKETS 

Market Stalls
A youth centric arts market, 
KickstART comprised of stalls 
selling hand-made products and 
vintage wares by local young 
people, and information booths 
by youth focused agencies. The 
range of products on sale included 
hand-made clothes, cards and 
stationery, jewelry, home wares, 
paintings, photographs, zines, 
books, vintage clothes and 
accessories. 

Art Trail
The Art Trail lead young people 
around the Perth Cultural Centre 
to selective stops where they 
collected a series of specially 
deigned, limited edition memento 
magnets. To encourage young 
people to visit Perth’s key cultural 
institutions, there were six magnets 
to collect, which collectively formed 
one picture. The Art Trail included 
the Art gallery of WA, PICA, West 
Australian Museum, State Library 
of WA, the pop-up sketchbook 
gallery at Propel’s market stall, and 
the KickstART Youth Hub. 

cREATE Your Sketchbook 
Project
The CREATE Your Sketchbook 
Project saw Propel post 106 
sketchbooks out to metropolitan 
and regional young artists across 
Western Australia (and a few 
interstate) to fill in and send back 
to exhibit in a pop-up gallery during 
the KickstART Youth Markets and 
in the Youth hub throughout the 
entirety of National Youth Week. 
The young artists could fill their 
sketchbooks however they liked; 
whether that be draw, paint, 
collage, write stories or poems, pull 
out all the pages and re-create an 
art piece, insert photos or pop up 
pictures. Their imagination was the 
only limit. 

Five schools registered to take part 
in the project; Irene McCormick 
Catholic College, Hedland Senior 
High School, Governor Stirling 
Senior High School, Broome 
Senior High School and Canning 
Vale College. 

Performances
In partnership with Department for 
Communities, Propel joined with 
X-press Magazine and Hyper to 
create an X-press Music Feedback 
competition for a number of young 
artists to perform on the Wetlands 
stage in the middle of the Perth 
Cultural Centre.  Creating a relaxed 
and fun atmosphere, market goers 
were entertained by the likes of 
Sugarpuss, jess Morhall, The 
Cabarets, The Raging Lincolns, 
Death and a Cure, Morgan Bain, 
The Main Attraction, Tyto Kings, 
and My Little Cash Cow.

Youth Ballet WA took part in 
KickstART by providing free 
workshops to the public and 
performances in the Urban 
Orchard. These workshops and 
performances included Classical 
Ballet, Contemporary Dance and 
Spanish Dance. 

Government of Western Australia
Mental Health Commission

PROGRAMS

KIcKSTART YOUTh FESTIVAL  
AS PART OF NATIONAL YOUTh WEEK
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KIcKSTART YOUTh hUb
The KickstART Youth hub 
was located on the corner 
of james Street and William 
Street, Northbridge and played 
home to a large number of 
exciting, interactive and diverse 
activities. The idea for the hub 
came from the National Youth 
Week Committee wanting 
an interactive exhibition and 
discussion space for young to 
people to visit and join in with. 
The hub was imaginative, creative 
and inspirational. It was always 
thriving with activity and truly 
encompassed the values of 
National Youth Week. The youth 
hub hosted and consisted of the 
following elements:

Workshops
Many different workshops were 
organised in both the lead-up to 
the KickstART Youth Markets and 
throughout National Youth Week, 
focusing on separate facets of 
the arts industry and differing art 
forms. The varying workshops 
available were based on the 
ideas an opinions provided by 
the planning committee and what 
they felt young people wanted 
to attend and learn.  A series 
of sculpture workshops that 
culminated in the construction of a 
giant squid, (used as the sculptural 
centrepiece of the market space) 
ran from 22 March until 17 April 
2012. These workshops were 
lead by local artists Matt McVeigh 
and Calvin Chee, and taught 

attendees basic sculpture, design 
and installation skills. Much of the 
materials used for the structures 
were recycled materials sourced 
Viscount Plastics in Canning Vale.

A very successful arts business 
workshop ran on Wednesday 
4th April 2012 and focused on 
relevant topics for prospective 
KickstART stallholders. This 
workshop was facilitated by 
local creative Made On the Left 
and included presentations by 
professional artists, crafters and 
market stallholders.

Throughout National Youth 
Week young people were able 
to participate in a number of free 
workshops (all taking place at 
the Youth Hub) including light 
painting, zoetropes, contemporary 
dance, urban art, stand up 
comedy basics, zine making, hip 
hop dance and recycled material 
sculptures. Propel engaged 
local artists in these fields to 
work with the young people who 
participated. Of these artists 
involved, 40% were young people 
aged 25 years or under.

Forums
In consultation with Propel 
and the National Youth Week 
committee members, the Perth 
Youth Advisory Council facilitated 
three youth issues forums. These 
forums took place in the Youth 
Hub and during the evenings on 
Monday 16th April, Wednesday 
18th April and Friday 20th April 

2012. The topics for the three 
forums were:

Teaching Our Future: The Key •	
Issues in the WA Education 
System
Urban FIXation – Urban •	
Development Forum
Mental Heath Forum•	

hub Activities
Along with the workshops and 
forums, the main focus of the 
Youth Hub were the interactive 
activities and exhibitions available 
for young people. The Youth Hub 
offered a chill out zone, badge 
making station, photo booth, 
sketchbook gallery and CREATE 
A Sketchbook station, collective 
canvas artwork, finger knitting 
station, musical instruments, 
board games, books and giant 
scrabble. Also on display were 
photographs and art works by 
young people, photos from the 
2011 Home Is Where My Heart Is 
exhibition, as well as an interactive 
art installation called ‘Nice Rack’ 
by Danni McGraw. Perth Zine 
Collective provided hundreds 
of zines for people to read, and 
YACWA along with Family Planning 
Association of WA offered an art 
station for the ‘Unspoken’ project, 
encouraging young people to 
make postcards with messages 
about love, sex, relationships and 
the issues they face. 

Propel engaged with local 
creative collective Paper Mountain 
and arranged for three young 
artists to work in the space 

throughout National Youth Week 
as KickstART’s own artists-in-
residence. 

A number of free satellite events 
were on offer including ‘Hub 
Sounds’ and ‘Girls On Stage’. 
Hub Sounds invited young people 
to come and enjoy an evening 
of acoustic sounds performed 
by local young musicians. This 
event had a great turn out, with 
a number of people who were 
passing by on the street stopped 
to join the concert. Thursday 
19th April saw local comedian 
Bonnie Davies facilitate an industry 
network evening dubbed ‘Girls 
On Stage’ due to the focus of 
the session and panel members 
all being female. Whilst not being 
selective as ‘female only’ event, 
this informal panel discussion 
allowed artists and arts workers 
to meet, connect, and discuss the 
current challenges and successes 
of working in the arts industry 
primarily for females. 

Special thanks to Ashlee and the 
team of volunteers who were so 
dedicated to making this project 
inclusive, exciting, and positive!

The KickstART Youth Markets 
were proudly supported by the 
Western Australian Government, 
Youthbeyondblue, Lotterywest, 
EPRA and C.D. Dodd Scrap Metal 
Recyclers and of course Propel 
Youth Arts WA.
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Gemma McDonald, jUMP Programs Manager

In 2012 jUMP continued as both a 
source of and an outlet for inspiration 
and creativity for Mentees, Mentors and 
everyone in between who encountered 
this unique program.  
jUMP has been a priority program for Propel since 2009 when the 
organisation was announced as an inaugural delivery partner of the 
three-year national mentoring program for young and emerging artists. 
This was Propel’s last year as a State Delivery Partner for jUMP, 
however the jUMP Program will continue to be delivered by the Australia 
Council for the Arts and Next Wave. 

Ten young and emerging Western Australian artists were selected as the 
2012 jUMP Mentees, embarking on a 10-month creative journey led by 
their Mentors. WA’s artists spanned traditional art forms such as music 
and theatre, while charting new territory by exploring emerging art forms 
and combining disciplines.  

Propel proudly partners with the Western Australian Government’s 
Department of Culture and the Arts (DCA). Their generous support made 
a significant contribution to making these mentorships available for 
young Western Australian Artists. 

jUMP was funded by the Australia Council for the Arts, the Australian 
Government’s arts funding and advisory body, through the Opportunities 
for Young and Emerging Artists initiative. jUMP is managed nationally 
by Youth Arts Queensland, and delivered in 2012 in collaboration with 
state delivery partners Propel Youth Arts WA, Carclew Youth Arts (SA), 
Melbourne Fringe (VIC), Carriageworks (NSW), Corrugated Iron (NT), 
Cast Gallery (Tas) and Canberra Contemporary Arts Space (ACT).

JUMP 2012 Program Selection Panel
Chair: Leigh Robb; Curator, Perth Institute of Contemporary Arts
Panelists: Artist, Adam Bennett (WA Youth Theatre Co),  
Sharron Dalla – Costa (Youth Ballet WA, Contemporary Dance Artist)  
and Cat Hope (Musician)

2012 jUMP Mentees and Mentors 
Photo by: jarrad Seng
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Mentee: Aleathea 
bevilacqua
Mentor: Sanjiva Giovanni 
Margio (fine arts, sculpture, 
theatre and design)

Alethea Bevilacqua is a drama 
teacher and a performance 
artist with an enormous 
passion for the Commedia 
dell’ Arte genre of theatre. 
After being invited to train in 
Italy with Antonio Fava of the 
Commedia dell’ Arte school 
and with Biomechanics 
Master, Gennadi Bogdanov, 
Alethea returned to Perth with 
significant career focus and 
founded IntotheMask Theatre. 
Her mission is to carry on the 
tradition of Commedia dell’ Arte 
and the experiences she learnt 
in Italy in order to educate 
and inspire students, teachers 
and community members 
through this enchanting 
and extraordinary stage 
discipline. Alethea Bevilacqua 
worked under the guise of 
Sanjiva Giovanni Margio of 
the Commedia Academy 
of Australia and created an 
original show that makes one 
wonder if fairytales aren’t 
really telling the whole truth. It 
was presented as a creative 
development at the Fremantle 
Festival OCT 28-November 
11 2012.

Mentee: Anne cobai
Mentor: Sonny Day (Visual 
Artist)

Anne Cobai is a graphic 
designer and illustrator living 
in Western Australia. During 
the day, she works full-time 
as a graphic designer for 
a boutique design agency. 
She devotes her weekends 
and free time to freelancing 
and working on personal 
projects. Her illustrations 
have been published in the 
2011 Annual Semi Permanent 
inspiration publication as well 
as international magazines 
such as AMMO and Rojo & 
Garabato. She has exhibited 
her illustrations locally and 
internationally, and her 
work has been featured on 
numerous websites, including 
Wooden Toy Publishing and 
Desktop. Anne is receiving 
more recognition for her 
work, both nationally and 
internationally. In creating the 
briefs set by Sonny, Anne 
improved her skills very 
noticeably, adding new skills 
and techniques into her work.

Mentee: Renae coles
Mentor: Andrew Ready

Renae Coles is a visual 
artist whose work defies the 
cynicism of the art world, 
remaining full of hope and 
glitter. Renae works between 
the mediums of sculpture, 
installation and performance, 
pursuing projects that are 
poetic and ridiculous. Since 
graduating from Edith Cowan 
University in 2009 with a 
Bachelor of Arts in Visual 
Art, Renae has undertaken 
a residency at the Perth 
Institute of Contemporary 
Arts (PICA) and has also 
completed a Creative 
Internship with PVI Collective. 
Renae’s ongoing project is an 
evolving investigation into the 
playground as a site with the 
potential to evoke risk-taking, 
bravery, elation, imagination 
and nostalgia. She is currently 
researching community 
orientated processes and 
working towards an exhibition 
of play sculptures and related 
studies.

Mentee: Zoe cooper
Mentor: hellie Turner, 
playwright

Zoe Cooper studied at Curtin 
University’s Hayman Theatre, 
gaining a Bachelor of Arts in 
Communication and Cultural 
Studies, with a major in 
Performance Studies and a 
minor in Creative Writing. She 
furthered her training during 
a two year stay in London 
by completing several short 
courses at the Royal Academy 
of Dramatic Art (RADA). 
She has been published on 
Sitelines, an online journal 
for students and graduates 
of Curtin University’s highly 
regarded writing program. 
Zoe is an active member of 
Red Rabbit Collective, who 
in january 2011 devised Flirt 
Fiction for The Blue Room 
Theatre’s Summer Nights 
season. It then went on to 
debut at the 2011 Edinburgh 
Fringe Festival, to great critical 
success. Zoe worked closely 
with Hellie to develop the script 
for a new play centred on the 
lives of three young brothers 
living in rural Western Australia

Mentee: Emma craig
Mentor: Zoë Atkinson, 
Designer

Emma Craig is a graduate 
of the Western Australian 
Academy of Performing Arts 
(WAAPA) in Design. Emma 
worked as assistant to Steve 
Nolan in his professional role 
as set designer for WAAPA’s 
successful major musical 
production of Anything 
Goes, and as assistant to 
set designer Andrew Bell-
Chambers on the touring 
production of The Clean House 
with Black Swan State Theatre 
Company and Queensland 
Theatre Company. In 2011, 
she attended the Prague 
Quadrennial of Performance 
Design and Space and a 
workshop titled Puppetry and 
the Gap by puppeteer and 
designer julian Crouch, as 
an opportunity to meet other 
likeminded thespians and 
designers. Emma worked with 
Zoe to create Point of View 
which was show cased as part 
of the Fremantle Arts Festival at 
Spare Parts Puppet Theatre in 
October and November 2012.

2012 jUMP Mentees  
All photography by jarrad Seng

2012 jUMP Mentees and Mentors:
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Mentee: Emma Fishwick
Mentor: Jo Pollitt, 
Independent Dance artist 
and Publisher

Emma Fishwick is a 
dancer, choreographer and 
emerging contemporary 
Perth artist, graduating 
from the Western Australian 
Academy of Performing 
Arts (WAAPA) Honours 
program LINK in 2010. In 
2011, Emma performed 
in independent artist Carol 
Brown’s performance 
installation Tongues of 
Stone and participated in 
Quantum Leap’s Soft Landing 
professional development 
program with Sol Ulbrich 
and Amelia McQueen. In the 
same year, Emma launched 
her online portfolio and gallery 
known as the if/ab Project. Also 
in 2011, Emma successfully 
debuted her choreographic 
work A_C, in the middle is B 
in Perth’s Short Cuts dance 
season and For Your Viewing 
Pleasure at Melbourne’s Short 
and Sweet Dance. Emma 
worked with jo and created 
a Showcase solo over two 
development periods. This was 
performed in the ACT Festival 
in Spain, at PICA for the 
MoveMe Mix Bag in September 
2012 and as part of The Blue 
Room’s Summer nights 2013. 
The work is a product of 
Emma’s self-reflective practice 
and challenged her to develop 
and perform a dance work 
that engages all facets of her 
practices.

Mentee: Rosita holmes
Mentor: Karen hethey, 
Interdisciplinary Arts

Rosita Holmes is a visual 
and community artist. She is 
currently living and working 
in Warmun community in 
the remote East Kimberley, 
where she is coordinating 
the studio of Warmun Art 
Centre and going bush with 
elders and kids, providing 
art workshops in the context 
of Gidja education around 
culture, law, Dreaming, 
and bush skills. In her own 
practice, Rosita makes 
drawings, assemblages, 
collages and performances 
that embrace an aesthetic 
of sensual minimalism. In all 
of her work she is engaged 
in an ongoing exploration of 
‘becoming’. With the help of 
her mentor, Rosita worked as 
a community artist with the 
Warmun Aboriginal Community 
to support cultural programs 
and artistic expression. They 
implemented 6 very successful 
bush camps and numerous 
day trips to country.  

Mentee: Kynan Tan
Mentor: Robin Fox, 
Musician 

Kynan Tan is a composer 
and artist who works through 
digital means to create 
electroacoustic compositions, 
installations, audio-visual 
works and improvised 
live performances. Kynan 
completed a Bachelor of 
Music in Music Technology 
(Honours) in 2010, composing 
the exegetical work lucidity 
for electroacoustic ensemble: 
acoustic instruments, 
computer processing, 
sound synthesis and video 
projections. Throughout his 
mentorship with Robin, Kynan 
generated and manipulated 
imagery and sound, precisely 
synchronised creating an 
immersive, synaesthetic result. 
He developed partnerships 
with Tape Projects and Tura 
New Music for showings of 
his work. 

Mentee: Andrew Verano 
Mentor: callum Morton

Andrew Varano completed 
a Bachelor of Arts at Curtin 
University in 2009, receiving 
first class honours in 2010. 
He participated in the 
Fondazione Antonio Ratti 
Advanced Workshops in 
Visual Arts in Como, Italy 
in 2009, where he studied 
under Walid Raad. In 2010, 
he was the inaugural recipient 
of the Dr Harold Schenberg 
Art Prize at the Perth Institute 
of Contemporary Art’s 
Hatched: National Graduate 
Show exhibition. Andrew has 
exhibited work in a number 
of venues the Palazzo Buziol 
in Venice; Como, Italy; the 
Moores Building in Fremantle. 
He has completed residencies 
at the Perth Institute of 
Contemporary Art and the 
Fremantle Arts Centre. He 
is currently a PhD candidate 
at Curtin University and a 
director at OK Gallery in 
Perth. Andrew worked closely 
with Callum presented a 
major solo exhibition at the 
Fremantle Arts Centre. The 
exhibition consisted of a 
series of sculptural and video 
resolutions that investigated 
ideas surrounding global 
productive systems, myth 
making and the generation of 
meaning. This in turn lead to 
him being offered an exhibition 
at Venn Gallery in 2013. 

Mentee: campbell Whyte
Mentor: Nikki Greenberg

Campbell is a compulsive 
illustrator and information 
addict, and has combined 
these two loves in many 
imaginative ways over the 
years. In 2006, after finishing 
his studies of visual arts at 
Edith Cowan University he 
undertook a residency at 
the San Franciscan artists 
lab, Million Fishes. He then 
participated in a further 
residency at the Mexican arts 
space Tenaco Y Palacios – 
both resulting in exhibitions. In 
2010, Campbell was selected 
to receive the prestigious 
Young People and the Arts 
Fellowship from the Western 
Australian Department of 
Culture and the Arts which 
resulted in an extended 
residency with the research 
and collections department 
of the Western Australian 
Museum. Campbel worked 
closely with Nikki to create the 
graphic novel Home Time is a 
Fantasy work for young adults. 
It follows the adventures of a 
group of Australian primary 
school children. Home Time 
uses the traditional European 
structure of storytelling, where 
by children are forced to 
journey through to adulthood 
in a magical environment. This 
familiar narrative is subverted 
by drawing inspiration 
from the geographical and 
historical landscape of 
Australia. The project is told 
in a specific Australian “voice” 
and is rendered with soft 
watercolours and pencil work 
that pulls away from standard 
comic book aesthetics.

2012 jUMP Mentees and Mentors:
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LIFE IN MINIATURE

Amount Funded: $3,000

Life in Miniature was a 
contemporary dance development 
project for Anything Is Valid 
Dance Theatre. The young artists 
worked on creating a site specific 
work inside a caravan, exploring 
themes of family road trips and 
creative movement in a confined 
space. The development phase 
culminated in an open rehearsal 
day, artist talks and workshops 
for young dancers as well as very 
successful three week season at 
the Perth Fringe World Festival.

Auspice Organisation: Ausdance 
WA

SWAN GROOVE 

Amount Funded: $3,000

The Swan View Youth Centre 
organised an underage music 
festival, which showcased the 
talent of young bands in the Shire 
of Mundaring. Young people were 
also given the opportunity to get 
creative through some various 
arts activities including urban art 
workshops, temporary tattoos, 
and pizza cooking skills as well as 
visiting a youth artwork exhibition.   

“The event offered a great opportunity 
to promote the Swan View Youth Centre 
and the services it offers. Many young 
people took youth health merchandise 
home with them and therefore several 
health messages were promoted. 
Overall we believe the event definitely 
succeeded in celebrating young people 
in all different forms and promoting arts 
in young people.”  Swan Groove Team. 

Auspice Organisation: Parkerville 
Children and Youth Centre

Jarrad Seng, Project Development Officer (Written by Ashlee Giblett)

Drug Aware YCulture Metro is a project 
funding and skill development initiative 
providing arts grants of up to $3000 for 
young people aged between 12 and 26. 
The program is supported by Healthway 
to promote the Drug Aware message.
Drug Aware YCulture targets young metropolitan artists who are at an 
entry level in their arts practice and have had limited experience in grant 
application writing and coordinating projects. 

Throughout 2012, 10 projects were funded, plus two with outcomes 
in 2013. Over 600 young people were directly involved, either as 
coordinators or participants in more than thirty events. The project 
snapshots show the diverse range of arts projects and the calibre of 
young talent we have in Perth. 

Propel is exceptionally proud of all this year’s grant recipients. They have 
demonstrated ingenuity, creativity, and commitment to the arts and their 
communities through their projects. 

DRUG AWARE YcULTURE METRO PANEL 2012
A special thanks to our panelists – Celia Ipsen, Martina Ucnikova, 
Martine Linton, Xiao Yuan Ng, Nicola Davison, Ali Martin, Claire Bushby, 
Sarah Vagliviello, Ashlee Giblett, Danielle Fusco, Danni MacGrath, 
Gemma Robbins, Liza Semler, Claire Bradley, joanna Sulkowski and 
Melissa McGrath. 

Drug Aware YCulture Metro is proudly supported by Healthway to 
promote the Drug Aware message.

Above: 
Swan Groove Photo by Swan View Youth Centre

Opposite: 
(L-R) Photo by: Youth Ballet WA,  

Photo by Table Talks, In Short Photo by Darren Smith

DRUG AWARE  
YcULTURE METRO
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BAILIMOS

Amount Funded: $3,000

Bailimos (meaning ‘to dance’), 
was the product of a creative 
journey between the young 
dancers of Youth Ballet of WA 
and contracted choreographer 
Claire Hill’s tribute to her artistic 
career in Spain. Almost entirely 
organised, managed and put 
together by young people 
throughout all the aspects of the 
project including the managing, 
marketing, choreography and the 
performance day, Bailimos saw the 
young dancers involved learn new 
skills in contemporary dance with 
a final performance at the Mount 
Hawthorn Community Centre.

Auspice Organisation: Youth Ballet 
of WA

TABLE TALKS

Amount Funded: $1,640

A series of guest lectures and 
interactive workshops, Table Talks 
inspired young photographers 
to continue their practise and 
make invaluable networks within 
the Perth arts scene. The project 
included fortnightly workshops 
for young photography artists 
to present and share their work 
among peers, as well as a series 
of monthly lectures presented by 
locally and nationally established 
artists; both assisting in the 
development of a photography 
community and nurturing a 
future generation of practicing 
photographers in Perth. 

“Thank you so much Propel for giving 
me the opportunity to create this 
project. I have gained some invaluable 
experience and made some fantastic 
connections. I believe this can only aid 
in my future career development. I will 
continually promote Propel as I believe 
it will inspire future project makers as 
it has done me.” Baron Bradbrook, 
Project Coordinator

Auspice Organisation: Perth 
Centre of Photography

UNKEMPT DANCE

Amount Funded: $3,000

A choreographic and performance 
opportunity for young and 
emerging artists, a group of 
emerging artists decided to take 
the initiative to produce a season 
showcasing a selection of short 
dance works from some of Perth’s 
most exciting choreographers.  

“Being a part of the In Short process 
and production period was an invaluable 
experience for myself as an emerging 
dance artist. The Unkempt girls dealt 
with all aspects of In Short with 
professionalism and attention to detail, 
whilst still maintaining a collaborative 
discussion on all matters that arose. 
Tasks were delegated which gave the 
dancers a sense of responsibility and 
inclusion in the decision process as well 
as spreading a small part of the work 
load they so graciously took on board.” 
Nicole Ward (Artist/Choreographer)

Auspice Organisation: STRUT 
Dance

MULTIPLE MOBS OF 1

Amount Funded: $3,000

A new media driven live 
performance work, Multiple 
Mobs of 1 explored the 
mentalities and mechanisms 
behind mass gatherings and 
mob rule, specifically how new 
communication technologies are 
influencing mass social networks 
and movements.  Consisting 
of a series of workshops, 
forums and presentations, this 
project engaged with multiple 
technological elements (projectors, 
tablets, smart phones, live 
Skype feed) allowing participants 
to learn new skills in multi-
media performance as well as 
devising small performance 
installations and short films. This 
project highlighted the amount 
of technology we have at our 
fingertips and how it can easily be 
infused into performance art. 

“I thought the project was fantastic! In 
facet, it was one of the best showings 
I have seen by an emerging artists 
recently - particularly in terms of the 
integration between movement and 
technology…the showing was well 
presented and really engaging. The 
work didn’t feel or look like a first stage 
development, it seemed too well layered 
and thought out” Catherine Ryan 
(Participant)

Auspice Organisation: STRUT 
Dance
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INFINITISM

Amount Funded: $3,000

A one-of-a-kind magazine, 
Infinitism focused on art and 
graphic design enabling a platform 
for a wide range of creative 
expressions. A limited run of 200 
copies were printed and launched 
to the public. Exploring the 
intersection of art and community, 
workshops were also held with 
young people from refugee 
backgrounds to bring out the 
participant’s interests and transfer 
them into a collective magazine 
that will be sustainable and 
continue on after the completing of 
this project. 

Auspice Organisation: Metropolitan 
Migrant Resource centre Inc. 

WHITE ELEPHANT

Amount Funded: $1,360

White Elephant was a youth 
circus production, showcasing 
acrobatics, aerials and circus 
manipulation skills. The production 
taught young troupe members 
performance, organisational and 
technical skills in order to produce 
future productions and provide 
further opportunities for young 
people to become active in training 
and performance of the arts.

Auspice Organisation: Disco 
Cantito

MINNIE & MONA

Amount Funded: $3,000

MINIE & MONA was presented by 
the Blue Room Theatre Summer 
Nights program at the Perth 
Institute of Contemporary Arts 
(PICA). MINNIE & MONA was an 
exciting new play that explores 
the mental health issues affecting 
young people today, whilst telling 
the tale of two lifelong friends 
stuck together in an abyss of 
pointless games and dark desires. 
Rehearsals comprised of an 
intensive script editing and reading 
process in which they structured 
the piece and received feedback 
from peers. The production 
received the Fringe World 2013 
‘Best Theatre Production’ award. 

“This project was very fulfilling. It was 
a great opportunity to be supported to 
make a new work about issues facing 
young people today. I’m so glad that 
the majority of our audience loved it” 
Kathryn Osborne, Director & Producer

“I am very proud of what we achieved 
with MINNIE & MONA and I am looking 
forward to the next evolution of the 
piece. We were bold in our choice to 
make a work about mental health issues 
and the result is better than I expected! It 
goes to show that taking risks pays off” 
Gita Bezard, Performer

Auspice Organisation: The Duck 
House Inc

SHIRITORI MEETS PERTH

Amount Funded: $3,000

Shiritori Meets Perth involved 
a series of pop up print studio 
sessions as part of Fringe World 
2013. Nine emerging local artists 
worked together to each create 
new print media works based on 
their existing artistic interests. Over 
four weekends, Shiritori Press set 
up their mobile printing press in 
various Perth CBD locations and 
produced limited editions of each 
artist’s prints, made available to the 
public for purchasing. 

Auspice Organisation: Free Range 
Gallery

(L
-R

) P
ho

to
 b

y:
 F

#N
 C

re
at

iv
e,

 P
ho

to
 b

y 
A

sh
le

e 
G

ib
le

tt
16

P
R

O
P

E
L 

Y
O

U
TH

 A
R

TS
 W

A
 A

N
N

U
A

L 
R

E
P

O
R

T 
20

12
 /

/ 
P

R
O

G
R

A
M

S



RESTORING HOPE 
ART EXHIBITION

The Restoring Hope Art Exhibition for 
Refugee Week 2012 was an Australia-
wide celebration of the importance of 
refugee’s contributions to Australia in 
creating a culturally rich and diverse 
society.
“Be treated fairly no matter who you are, where you are from, what 
language you speak, what you believe or where you live.” Article 2; United 
Nations Conventions on the Rights of the Child.

Propel Youth Arts WA was excited to partner once again with the 
Department for Communities to produce the Restoring Hope Art 
Exhibition.

Artists featured include students from Aranmore Catholic College, North 
Lake Senior Campus and the Australian Islamic College. The young 
people engaged in this artwork through the facilitation of the Metropolitan 
Migrant Resource Centre, YMCA Drug Aware Open Arts Program and the 
Red Cross World Aware Program.

The exhibition provided an opportunity for young people from refugee 
backgrounds to use visual pieces to share their life experiences with the 
Western Australian community.

These moving paintings, photographs and visual art pieces captured 
young refugees’ ideas & experiences, allowing them to express 
themselves where words fail.

All of the art on display was produced by young people from refugee or 
migrant backgrounds as they pondered the theme of restoring hope. 

Propel Youth Arts WA brought in artistic mentors to inspire and assist the 
young artists in the creation of their artworks. Over three hundred and fifty 
young people were involved in the three-month project, which culminated 
in a weeklong exhibition in the lobby of 140 William Street. 

The Restoring Hope Art Exhibition included: 

Drawing, painting and photography workshops•	
Artist mentor visits•	
Official opening ceremony of Refugee Week 2012 and;•	
A week-long exhibition•	

The opening of the Restoring Hope Art Exhibition was held on Monday 
18th of june 2012.

A special thank you to the Department of Communities Office for Youth for 
funding this remarkable project. 

Photo by: Naomi Craigs

Jarrad Seng, Project Development Officer

Youth
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MOSAIC

Jarrad Seng, Project Development Officer

On October 13 2012, over 300 people from across 
Perth and WA captured a single image from their day 
for MOSAIC, a rare community arts project. These 
photographs filled the walls at 140 William Street as 
representations of our unique lifestyle and culture.

Participants used tools at their disposal to capture images: including 
smart phones, DSLRs, tablets and point and shoot cameras. This meant 
that everyone from amateurs to experienced photographers had the 
opportunity to have his or her work displayed in the exhibition. 

Every photograph revealed an individual story and every story formed part 
of Perth’s collective memory. This provided an incredible snapshot of life 
from the perspective of hundreds of people from around our State. 

The photos were printed and exhibited in chronological order at 140 
William Street and highlighted the beauty of Perth and its shared 
community. MOSAIC also fostered engagement of young people in the 
community on an arts project on a mass scale. MOSAIC explored the idea 
of digital image sharing and thrust it into a physical setting. 

MOSAIC was very successful, so much so that Propel Youth Arts WA 
plans to make it an annual event. We had a fantastic amount of public 
interest in the project. The photos that were submitted really provided a 
great snapshot of life in this beautiful city. 

MOSAIC achieved its goal to engage young people in a fantastic 
community arts project. Opening the project up to everyone across the 
State meant young people worked with their parents and grandparents 
and vice versa – really connecting family and friends. People were so 
excited to have their photos exhibited and came together with family and 
friends to see their images. 

It was also great having the Lord Mayor of Perth Lisa Scaffidi submit an image! 

Above (L-R) 
Photo by Rebecca Wallis and Collection of MOSAIC Photos

Opposite 
Photo by: Olivia Davies and Malachi  

18

P
R

O
P

E
L 

Y
O

U
TH

 A
R

TS
 A

N
N

U
A

L 
R

E
P

O
R

T 
20

12
 /

/ 
M

O
S

A
IC



Jarrad Seng, Project Development Officer

Now a key event on the local arts 
calendar, Home Is Where My Heart Is 
showcased its fifth year of photographic 
masterpieces in August. This partnership 
project with the Youth Affairs Council of 
WA (YACWA) brought together a team 
of photographers and young people with 
experience of homelessness. 

To raise extra funds for HIWMHI in 2012 a Quiz night was held in April 
raising a total of $7000. The Italian Club in North Perth was packed 
and the evening was very successful. The Quiz night proved the intense 
amount of community support there is for this project. 

This year, film-maker Callum Denness worked with the team once again 
to create short documentary-style portraits of each young person. The 
short films were created by capturing footage from each photo shoot 
and interviewing the young people – adding another dimension to the 
exhibition and the people behind the photographs. 

The funds raised by the sale of the art work and look-books were donated 
back to the agencies who support street-present young people. 

The responses from the community throughout this project are a 
testament to the positive effect that the arts has in making social change. 
Over 250 people attended the exhibition and opening night, plus a further 
250 people throughout the week, raising upwards of $8000 for services 
supporting young homeless people.

Mentees and Mentors
james Campbell and Charlie 
Olivia Davies and Malachi 
Danielle Fusco and Vaughn 
Belinda Gibson and Brodi 
Sarah Landro and May 
Bec Mansel and jade 
Nicole Norelli and Ash
jarrad Seng and Malachi 
Dean Smith and josh 
Sarah Tallot with jess and Shaun 
jessica Wyld and Laura 

Home Is Where My Heart Is 2013 was proudly supported by the Youth 
Affairs Council of WA, Propel Youth Arts WA, Bontempo, Fitzgerald Photo 
Imaging, Commissioner for Children and Young People, Toast Cafe and 
the Community Housing Coalition, 

HOME IS WHERE 
MY HEART IS
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WA YOUTh AWARDS
Monique Douglas, Executive Director

For the third year in a row Propel Youth Arts WA offered a WA Youth 
Award in recognition of WA’s young artists and artsworkers. The WA Youth 
Awards reward outstanding young Western Australians aged 12 to 25 
years, youth groups and youth organisations for their achievements and 
contribution to the state and our community.
The Create! Propel Youth Arts Award recognises young people who 
have made a significant contribution to the community through drama, 
music, visual arts, writing, dance, technical support, debating and arts 
management.

Four outstanding young creatives were selected as finalists:
Callum Denness, 22
Codee-Lee Dow, 17
Charlotte Price, 18
Brianna Wimbridge, 18

The winner of the Create Award for 2012 was Brianna Wimbridge
Brianna is not your average university student. She is the Principal of 
Sparkle and Shine Dance School – a dance company for children with 
disabilities that enables them to participate in dance in a fun and friendly 
atmosphere. Brianna engages with children from varying degrees of 
disability and behavioural challenges, dedicating her time to teaching them 
tap, jazz, ballet and hip hop. Brianna and her dance studio give children 
with disabilities the opportunity to enjoy the love of dance, feel included 
and accepted in a very loving environment. She is currently studying a 
Bachelor of Education and her aim is to become a primary school teacher 
for children with special needs. 

WA Youth Awards were proudly supported by the Western Australian 
Government Department for Communities, Propel Youth Arts 
WA, Department of Environment and Conservation, BHP Billiton, 
Commissioner for Children and Young People, Woodside, Edith Cowan 
University, Singapore Airlines, RTR FM 92.1 and Channel Seven.

TWENTYTEN+1: ART SPARK 
cITY OF MELVILLE  

Art Spark 2012 (Twentyten+1 Series) was a partnership between Propel 
Youth Arts WA and City of Melville.  The project comprised of a series of 
innovative contemporary arts workshops aimed at developing the skills of 
young people, both on a project management and artistic level.  A creative 
committee of young Melville residents was formed, and under direction 
from Propel Youth Arts WA and City of Melville, they were tasked with 
planning and coordinating the workshops as well as a final celebration 
concert.  Workshops covered a diverse range of art forms including 
songwriting, drama, photography, film, songwriting, poetry and sculpture.

The Art Spark project included:
Regular planning sessions with the creative committee•	
Project management and skill development workshops for the •	
committee
A range of contemporary art workshops for the public•	
A celebration youth concert•	

Creative committee sessions and workshops begun in late 2011 and 
carried through until mid-2012.  Public workshops ran between March 
and May 2012.

The purpose of the Art Spark project was to provide unique skill 
development opportunities to young people interested in the local arts 
industry.  The aim of the funding was to develop a youth arts project that 
would:

Provide a committee of young people in Melville with the opportunity to •	
gain experience and skill development in coordinating and managing 
arts projects
Provide a range of diverse contemporary art workshops open to young •	
Melville residents
Provide employment opportunities for local young artists•	

The Creative Committee is proudly supported by the City of Melville and 
Melville YAC. 

Art Spark crew  
Photo by: jarrad Seng

SPECIAL 
PROJECTS
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Monique Douglas, Executive Director

Propel Youth Arts WA does its very best 
to represent youth arts across Western 
Australia. But it’s a big State and we 
are a small team. We are hoping to 
generate a statewide network of cultural 
news and happenings! At Propel we 
are endeavouring to make a regional 
element to our core programs as well as 
developing a regional strategy for our next 
strategic business plan. 

To involve regional young creatives in our new initiatives for the KickstART 
Youth Festival in 2012 as part of National Youth Week, Propel organised 
the “Create Your Own Sketchbook” project. Propel posted out over 100 
sketchbooks across the state for young people to fill in – with drawing, 
painting, stitching, collage, writing, imagination – and return for exhibition 
at the Kickstart Markets and Youth Arts Hub. Sketchbooks came in from 
far and wide such as Broome, Narrogin, Espereance, Denmark, Albany, 
Headland, Darkin and everywhere in between. 

This year our Restoring Hope Art Exhibition as art of National Refugee 
week toured to various towns across WA. It went to Katanning, Albany 
and Busselton. In the future we will be looking at ways we can develop 
this further by holding workshops in young peoples hometowns so they 
can host their own Restoring Hope exhibitions featuring their own work. 
We will keep you posted on this one! 

MOSAIC was also a great project young regional creatives got involved 
in. We had photos submitted from people across the entire State all-
culminating in an exhibition at 140 William Street. You can read more 
about MOSAIC in the MOSAIC section. 

In 2012 we had some wonderful Regional Representatives whom Propel 
would like to thank for the time they spent as volunteers as our ‘go-to’ 
people to help spread the good news about what’s happening in the 
regional art’s and cultural scene and help us spread the word through our 
fortnightly Ezine:
Goldfields – Esperance – Caitlyn Edwards and Lisa Van Oyen
Great Southern – Kaitlyn Seymour
Kimberley – Sandi Woo 
Wheatbelt – Kirsten Sivyer
Gasgoyne – Teressa Miller 

We are currently looking for Regional Representatives in the Mid West, 
Peel and the Pilbara. If you know of anyone that might be interested 
please contact us.  We hope to build on our work regionally and we are 
currently consolidating our official Regional Strategy for 2013 and beyond. 

REGIONAL 
UPDATES
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PROPEL
PRESS

“Young people 
have been pouring 
their experiences of 
homelessness into 
an art project aimed 
to help other young 
people with similar 
problems.” v
 
The West Australian
10th August 2012

“The project is 
about learning, 
sharing ideas and 
providing a forum 
for youth from 
refugee and migrant 
backgrounds.”

Guardian Express 
community Newspaper
19th june 2012

“jUMP, now in its 
third year, identifies 
and promotes 
excellence in 
artistic practice 
and provides an 
opportunity for 
artists to advance 
their careers and 
make their mark on 
the industry.”

Wanneroo Weekender
Thursday 23rd February 2012
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“KickstART Festival 
is daring emerging 
artists, dancers and 
comics to strap on 
their enterprising 
thinking caps about 
their careers”
 
The West Australian
9th April 2012

“MOSAIC explores the 
idea of digital image 
sharing and thrusts it 
into a physical setting 
offering everyone, 
from amateurs 
to experienced 
photographers, the 
opportunity to have 
his or her work in 
exhibition.”

The West Australian
6th November 2012 

‘Insight’, the committee for 
Perth E-Newsletter 
Issue 42, September 2012
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FINANCIALS

INDEPENDENT AUDIT REPORT TO THE MEMBERS OF PROPEL 
YOUTH ARTS WA INC

REPORT ON THE FINANCIAL REPORT

We have audited the accompanying financial report, being a special 
purpose financial report, of PROPEL YOUTH ARTS WA (the association), 
which comprises the Statement by Members of the Committee, Income 
and Expenditure Statement, Balance Sheet, notes comprising a 
summary of significant accounting policies and other explanatory notes 
for the financial year ended 31 December 2012.

COMMITTEE’S RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE FINANCIAL REPORT

The committee of PROPEL YOUTH ARTS WA are responsible for 
the preparation of the financial report and have determined that the 
basis of preparation described in Note 1, is appropriate to meet the 
requirements of the Associations Incorporation Act and is appropriate to 
meet the needs of the members. The committee’s responsibilities also 
includes such internal control as the committee determine is necessary 
to enable the preparation of a financial report that is free from material 
misstatement, whether due to fraud or error.

AUDITOR’S RESPONSIBILITY

Our responsibility is to express an opinion on the financial report based 
on our audit. We have conducted our audit in accordance with Australian 
Auditing Standards. Those Standards require that we comply with 
relevant ethical requirements relating to audit engagements and plan and 
perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance whether the financial 
report is free from material misstatement.
An audit involves performing procedures to obtain audit evidence about 
the amounts and disclosures in the financial report. The procedures 
selected depend on the auditor’s judgement, including the assessment 
of the risks of material misstatement of the financial report, whether due 
to fraud or error. In making those risk assessments, the auditor considers 
internal control relevant to the association’s preparation of the financial 
report that gives a true and fair view, in order to design audit procedures 
that are appropriate in the circumstances, but not for the purpose 

of expressing an opinion on the effectiveness of the association’s 
internal control. An audit also includes evaluating the appropriateness 
of accounting policies used and the reasonableness of accounting 
estimates made by the committee, as well as evaluating the overall 
presentation of the financial report.

We believe that the audit evidence we have obtained is sufficient and 
appropriate to provide a basis for our audit opinion.

AUDITOR’S OPINION

In our opinion, the financial report presents fairly, in all material 
respects, the financial position of PROPEL YOUTH  ARTS  WA as at 31 
December 2012 and its financial performance for the year then ended 
in accordance with the accounting policies described in Note 1 to the 
financial statements, and the Associations Incorporation Act.

BASIS OF ACCOUNTING

Without modifying our opinion, we draw attention to Note 1 to the 
financial report, which describes the basis of accounting. The financial 
report has been prepared to assist PROPEL YOUTH ARTS WA to meet 
the requirements of the Associations Incorporation Act . As a result, the 
financial report may not be suitable for another purpose.

Signed on : 11/03/2013

MATT TOGNINI, CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS
KEADY HUMBLE TOGNINI

!
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BOARD DECLARATION FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2012

The members of the board declare that Propel Youth Arts WA is not a 
reporting entity and that this special purpose financial report should be 
prepared in accordance with the accounting policies outlined in Note 1 
to the financial statements.

The members of the board declare that:

1.  The financial statements and notes present fairly PROPEL YOUTH 
ARTS WA’s financial position as at 31 December 2012 and its 
performance for the year ended on that date in accordance with the 
accounting policies described in Note 1 of the financial statements;

2.  In the member’s opinion there are reasonable grounds to believe 
that the PROPEL YOUTH ARTS WA will be able to pay its debts as and 
when they become due and payable.

This declaration is made in accordance with a resolution of the Board of 
members of PROPEL YOUTH ARTS WA.

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2012  

Note 1:  Statement of Significant Accounting Policies

This financial report is a special purpose financial report prepared for 
use by directors and members of the company. The directors have 
determined that the company is not a reporting entity.

The report has been prepared in accordance with the requirements of 
the following Australian Accounting Standards.

AASB 1031: Materiality
AASB 110: Events after the Balance Sheet Date

No other Australian Accounting Standards or other authoritative 
pronouncements of the Australian Accounting Standards Board have 
been applied.

The financial report has been prepared on an accrual basis and is based 
on historic costs and does not take into account changing money 
values, or except where specifically stated, current valuations of non-
current assets.

The following specific accounting policies, which are consistent with 
the previous period unless otherwise stated, have been adopted in the 
preparation of this financial report:

(a) cash and cash Equivalents
Cash and cash equivalents include cash on hand, deposits held at call 
with banks, and other short-term highly liquid investments with original 
maturities of three months or less.

(b) Revenue and Other Income
Revenue is measured at the fair value of the consideration received or 
receivable after taking into account any trade discounts and volume 
rebates allowed. For this purpose, deferred consideration is not 
discounted to present values when recognising revenue.

Interest revenue is recognised using the effective interest rate method, 
which for floating rate financial assets is the rate inherent in the 
instrument. Dividend revenue is recognised when the right to receive a 
dividend has been established.

Grant and donation income is recognised when the entity obtains 
control over the funds, which is generally at the time of receipt.

All revenue is stated net of the amount of goods and services tax (GST).

(c) Goods and Services Tax (GST)
Revenues, expenses and assets are recognised net of the amount of 
GST, except where the amount of GST incurred is not recoverable from 
the Tax Office. In these circumstances, the GST is recognised as part of 
the cost of acquisition of the asset or as part of an item of the expense. 
Receivables and payables in the assets and liabilities statement are 
shown inclusive of GST.

(d) Property, Plant and Equipment
Property, plant and equipment are carried at cost, independent of 
directors’ valuation. All assets excluding freehold land and buildings, are 
depreciated over their useful lives to the company.

(e) Inventories
Inventories are measured at the lower of cost and net reasonable 
value. Costs are assigned on a first-in first-out basis and include direct 
materials, direct labour and an appropriate proportion of variable and 
fixed overhead expenses.

Chairman
Michael Patchell

Member/Treasurer 
Emma Wilmot
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STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL PERFORMANCE FOR  
THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2011    

INcOME    2012 $  2011 $  
Grant Income     395,561   428,266   
Membership Fees    793   177   
Merchandising Sales    
Interest Received   6,038   7,021   
Sponsorship    6,440   22,864   
donations     250 -     
Sundry Income    5,944   7,529   
TOTAL INcOME    415,026   465,857  
    
EXPENSES    
Administration  
Rent    2,878   2,237 
Electricity, Gas, Water   1,419   528 
Staff & Office Amenities   1,134   1,056 
Insurance     2,533   2,102 
Depreciation    2,644   3,830 
Stationery     2,102   2,442 
Photocopying    7   438 
Internet & IT Support    802   1,611 
Subscriptions/Memberships   1,191   1,463 
Postage     2,068   2,039 
Telephone     2,667   2,687 
Travel Expenses    2,676   3,988 
Audit Fees    1,300   1,100 
Accounting Fees    4,528   8,430 
Bank Fees    3,275   1,924 
Board Expenses    -     1,385 
Loss on disposal    -     1,261 
Bad Debt     110   -
Sundry Expenses    228   193 
     31,562   38,714   
Employment Expenses  
Salary & Wages    166,091   186,996 
Consultant    4,600   -   
Speaker & Artist Fees   36,014   43,524 
Staff Professional Development   2,102   2,198 
Staff Recruitment    131   347 
Superannuation    14,637   17,376 
Workers Compensation   1,627   1,234 
     225,202   251,675 
Marketing    
Advertising    4,438   4,454 
Promotions & Marketing   11,227   16,951 
     15,665   21,405   
Production     
Venue Costs    8,627   17,754 
Travel, Freight, Bump In/Out   1,603   5,853 
Set,Staging & Materials   24,975   13,945 
Conference & Workshops   3,330   9,840 
Community Grants    84,945   96,508 
     123,480   143,900    
TOTAL EXPENSES    395,909   455,694    
NET SURPLUS/(DEFICIT)   19,117   10,163   
ACCUMULATED FUNDS - OPENING 71,112   60,949   
AccUMULATED FUNDS - cLOSING 90,229   71,112

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION AS AT 31 DECEMBER 2011  
   

AccUMULATED FUNDS  2012 $ 2011 $   
Represented by:    90,229   71,112    
    
cURRENT ASSETS    
Cash Assets    154,954   74,028   
Receivables    5,437   19,467   
Prepayments    6,004   1,384   
TOTAL cURRENT ASSETS   166,395   94,879  
    
NON-cURRENT ASSETS    
Fixed Assets - 
Office Furniture & Equipment at NBV 7,000   8,610  
TOTAL NON-CURRENT ASSETS 7,000   8,610  
TOTAL ASSETS    173,395   103,489 
    
cURRENT LIAbLITIES    
Grants in Advance    55,333   18,448  
ATO Liabilities    4,587   3,425  
Payables     23,246   10,504  
TOTAL CURRENT LIABLITIES   83,166   32,377   
    
TOTAL NON_cURRENT LIAbILITES  -   -   
TOTAL LIAbILITIES   83,166   32,377
NET ASSETS    90,229   71,112
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SPONSORS

The Western Australian 
Government through the 
Department of Culture and the 
Arts

The Western Australian 
Government through the 
Department for Communities’ 
Office for Youth

The Australian Government 
through the Australia Council for 
the Arts

Healthway promoting the Drug 
Aware message

Youth Arts Queensland

Lotterywest

The Mental Health Commission

The Ian Potter Foundation

Youthbeyondblue 

C.D. Dodd Scrap Metal Recyclers

Metropolitan Redevelopment 
Authority

The City of Perth 

Squire Sanders Youth Arts 
Foundation 

PROjECT PARTNERS

Art Gallery of Western Australia
Artrage
ArtsEdge
Artsource
Australia Business Arts Foundation
Carclew Youth Arts
Central Institute of Technology
Challenger Institute of Technology
City of joondalup
City of Melville
City of Perth
City of Stirling
City of Swan
City of Vincent
Committee for Perth
Community Arts Network of WA
Country Arts WA
Curtin University
D’Angelo Trust 
DADAA
Department of Education, 
Employment and Workplace 
Relations
Department for Communities 
Department of Culture and the Arts
Disability Services Commission
DODD Scrap Metal Group 

Festivals Australia
Filmbites
Free Range Studios and Gallery
Fremantle Multicultural Centre
Hostaway
HQ
Hyper Festival
joondalup Youth Support Service
King Street Arts Centre
Kurb Gallery
Kwinana Youth Services
Last Chance Studios
Lazy Susan’s Comedy Lounge
Metropolitan Migrant Resource 
Centre
Museums Australia WA
Music Rocks Australia
Non–Drowsy Design 
Onwilliam 
Performing Arts Centre Society
Perth Institute of Contemporary 
Arts
Perth Zine Collective
Regional Arts Australia
REmida Creative Reuse Centre
RTR FM 92.1
State Library of WA
Swan Friendship Club

The Big N
The Blue Room Theatre
The Butcher Shop
The Graphite Crew
The Northbridge Festival
WA Circus School
West Australian Music Association
We Love Perth
William Street Festival
Young People and the Arts 
Australia
Youth Affairs Council of WA
Youth Arts Queensland
Youth Ballet WA
WA Youth Theatre

SPONSORS & SUPPORTERS
Photo by james Campbell

Office for Youth
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ANNUAL
REPORT
2011

Propel  Youth Arts WA

53 james Street Northbridge 6003
Post: PO Box 8238 Perth 6849
Phone:  08 9328 5855
Fax:  08 9328 5770
Email:  hello@propel.org.au
Web:  www.propel.org.au


