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KickstART takes place on Noongar Boodjar. 
We acknowledge and are grateful for 

the custodianship of the people of the 
Noongar nation and pay our respects to 

Elders past, present and future.
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Welcome!

Welcome to the 9th annual Youth Week WA KickstART Festival! We are 
delighted to offer over 40 free events across seven days for creative 
young people aged 12-26. This includes workshops, live performances, 
markets, exhibitions, installations, talks, mentorships, and even a PROM 
to cap it all off!

KickstART is a platform that encourages young 
people to explore their potential while also 
celebrating process over product, positive 
collaboration and experimentation within an 
open environment that embraces connection, 
exchange and discovery. 

Each year, KickstART is created in consultation 
with a Youth Week WA Planning Committee 
and in 2019 there are 30 incredibly dedicated 
young people sitting on that committee. 

Between their valuable contributions and the 
tireless work of this year’s Creative Coordinator 
Maddie Godfrey, this iteration of KickstART is 
as relevant as ever!

The Youth Week WA KickstART Festival is 
presented by Propel Youth Arts WA, and 

is funded by the State Government of 
Western Australia through the Department of 
Communities and the Department of Local 
Government, Sport and Cultural Industries.

The KickstART Festival is also sponsored by 
Lotterywest and the City of Perth.

I would also like to extend a special thanks to 
all of Propel’s program partners, volunteers, 
interns, members, board and staff. 

It is incredible what we can all achieve when we 
work together.

Nurture the now!

Jamie McGleave
General Manager
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Theme: Nurture the Now

To nurture is to ‘care for and protect someone 
or something while they are growing’. The act 
of nurturing involves looking after ourselves, our 
communities and our planet. Nurture can  be 
interpreted as a form of self-care, in which we 
treat ourselves with softness and compassion. 

‘Nurture The Now’ places significance on 
the present tense, and what we are currently 
conquering. The theme celebrates sustainable 
growth and encourages young people to 
validate their achievements and progress right 
now. By nurturing the now, we affirm the 
potential for young people to create a positive 
impact during their current stage of growth. 

As stated by our Youth Week WA Planning 
Committee member Miranda (14); being a 
seedling or a sapling is equally important as 
being a fully bloomed plant. By celebrating 
these stages of growth, we aim to approach 
youth itself as a quality to be celebrated, 

rather than a burden or obstacle that must be 
overcome. 

This idea of being present in our current stage 
is furthered by Youth Week WA’s 2019 focus on 
process over product. 

By celebrating the ways which we develop, 
rather than prioritising a specific outcome, 
‘Nurture The Now’ illuminates the ideas of 
gradual inspiration and patient creation. As 
young people, we want to disregard 
expectations around success and finality. 
Instead of this – we give ourselves permission 
to thrive at our own pace. We are proud of our 
processes and motivated to share our passions 
with the people around us. 

During Youth Week WA 2019, join us in 
celebrating and showcasing youth as a stage of 
growth which deserves to be nurtured.
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Message from the 
Creative Coordinator

The 2019 KickstART Festival program has a 
recurring focus on stories. 

As a local poet and writer, I believe that giving 
young people an opportunity to shape and share 
their narratives constitutes a form of nurture.
 
When we speak about young people, the role 
of nurturing is often placed with employers or 
guardians. 

In discussions with our Youth Week WA 
Planning Committee, our awesome interns and 
the young artists we are collaborating with – I 
have been constantly reminded of how  
self-sufficient young people truly are. 

These individuals inspire inter-generational 
action. They are passionate about making 
positive change in the world, even when that 
‘world’ starts in their local café or living room.  
 
Whether framed as boxing, visual arts, eco-
education or musicality – these opportunities 
aim to amplify and affirm the narratives of 
young people. 

I am excited and grateful to share this program 
of enthusiastic individuals, who are pursuing 
what they love, in so many different ways. 

Maddie Godfrey
Creative Coordinator – Youth Week WA 2019
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Meet the Youth Week 
WA Ambassadors
Each year, the Department of Communities invites nominations from young 
people aged 18 - 25 from across the State, to represent their peers as 
Youth Ambassadors for Youth Week WA.

Zal Kanga-Parabia
Youth Week WA Ambassador

Zal was born in Sydney and moved to India 
at a young age, later to Perth. He graduated 
with a Bachelor of Art and Physics at ECU. He 
currently coordinates Assembly at The Blue 
Room Theatre, a lab program for culturally 
diverse emerging artists, was the Creative 
Coordinator for the KickstART Festival 2018, 
was a finalist for Western Australian of the Year 
and is currently the WA Youth Ambassador – 
Youth Week for 2019.

Bella Ndayikeze 
Youth Week WA Deputy Ambassador

Bella was born in Burundi, but her family 
quickly fled to Tanzania when she was one 
because of war. She grew up in a refugee 
camp in Tanzania, with her mother working 
for UNHCR and father working as a teacher. 
She lived in the refugee camp for seven years 
before her family was granted a humanitarian 
visa to Australia. Since that time, Bella has 
gone on to become an athlete, Australia’s first 
black African female AFL coach, community 
leader, and hip-hop artist. Bella has recently 
formed an exciting platform for young people 
to explore opportunities for self-expression 
and the freedom to speak about their passions 
and aspirations. These platforms include (BN 
Collective, Mental Health Discussion, Rose 
Run Movement, BNC Mentoring). Bella hopes 
to create long-term change through ongoing 
activities with youth.
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Festival Day
Saturday 13 April, 10am – 8pm
Perth Cultural Centre & State Theatre Centre of WA

Kicking off Youth Week WA in the heart of the Perth Cultural Centre, Festival Day 
is the biggest event on the KickstART calendar. 
     
Weave your way through over 50 stalls 
showcasing emerging artists, designers, 
community groups, arts organisations, youth 
service providers, and delicious food trucks at 
the KickstART Market. 

Plus, there will be plenty of other free activities 
to discover throughout the day.

Creative workshops, interactive installations, 
exhibitions and maybe even some surprises 
along the way! 

Later in the afternoon, head into the Courtyard 
at the State Theatre Centre of WA for live 
performances by some of the freshest music 
acts in our State at KickstART Music. 

Market stalls will line the Perth Cultural Centre 
in celebration of Perth’s young entrepreneurs. 
Find beautiful handmade and original wares, 
including jewellery, fashion, homewares, 
stationery, artworks and delicious food!

The KickstART Market will be open from 
10.00am until 4.00pm. Bring your friends and 
family… you never know what treasures you 
might find!

Perth’s only youth-oriented markets are back and this year we’re working with 
Perth Makers Market to make this year’s KickstART Market the biggest ever! 

KickstART Market

Saturday 13 April, 10am – 4pm
Perth Cultural Centre

7
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2pm  Fraeya

3pm  Sakidasumi

4pm  Nika Mo X Jacob Wylde

5pm  Bass Lemon

6pm  Post Depression Makeout Session

7pm  Flossy

Saturday 13 April, 2pm – 8pm
Courtyard, State Theatre Centre of WA

Join us in the Courtyard at the State Theatre Centre of WA for an eclectic music 
line-up curated by young people to offer something for everyone.

Support young Western Australian artists and 
immerse yourself in special performances from 
KickstART Music features a diverse line-up of 
local emerging acts at KickstART Music.

KickstART Music
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Musicians

Bass LemonSakidasumi

Nika Mo X Jacob Wylde

Fraeya

Flossy

Post Depression Makeout Session
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Workshops

1. All KickstART Festival workshops are free of charge
2. Register online at propel.org.au/kickstart
3. Ensure you arrive 10 minutes prior to your workshop
4. All workshops are for ages 12 - 26 unless otherwise noted

Flower Crown Workshop

Saturday 13 April, 10am – 2pm
James Street Amphitheatre, 
Perth Cultural Centre

Come along and make your own pretty flower 
crown. It’s fun and easy and anyone can do it! 
This drop-in workshop series, presented by I’d 
Rather Wear Roses, will run on a half-hourly 
basis between 10am and 2pm and participants 
can sign up on the day. Be sure to get in early, 
as these workshops are very popular!

What GIFs?

Saturday 13 April, 11am – 3pm
James Street Amphitheatre, Perth Cultural Centre

Celebrate your alter-ego and nurture your 
creativity in our claymation workshop, where 
participants will create their own accessible 
and animated GIFs. Participants will create 
a short 20-frame animation video. Using 
claymation Graphic Interchange Format 
(GIF), they will explore their identity through 
a cartoon-like alter ego. Gathered together, 
these GIFs will produce a mosaic of pastiche 
portraits. Presented by leading arts and health 
organisation DADAA, What GIFs? explores the 
potential of clay and natural materials to  
spark imagination.

DROP
IN

DROP
IN
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Getting Crafty

Sunday 14 April, 4pm – 6pm  
& Monday 15 April, 2pm – 4pm 
KickstART Nook, Ground Level,  
State Library of WA

Craft is for everyone! Or at least, that’s what 
Leah Vlatko thinks. Join her for a low-press 
and anti-expectation opportunity to make 
something crafty. This drop-in workshop allows 
you to participate as you please, and to spend 
as much or as little time crafting as you desire 
with plenty of different materials and processes 
to work with, including collage, crochet, felt 
puppets, knitting, sketching, and clay work. 
Come join a gentle revolution of creative 
freedom. This is craft on your own terms.

Life Drawing For Beginners

Sunday 14 April, 12pm – 2pm
Kaos Room, The Blue Room Theatre

Participants sit in a circle around a model. 
Sketchbooks open, pencils poised. This is life 
drawing for beginners: sketching a clothed 
model as she holds props and maintains 
extended poses. Led by local artists Ashlea 
Turpin and Luka Buchanan, Life Drawing 
For Beginners caters for artists at any stage. 
Through hands-on facilitation and guidance, 
participants are encouraged to not take 
themselves too seriously and prioritise the 
process rather than the product. All materials 
provided, but feel free to bring your own if 
you’d prefer.

DROP
IN



12

Shadow Puppetry

Come explore the world of shadows! Playing 
with silhouettes and lighting sources, Rachael 
Woodward will teach you the tips and tricks 
of shadow puppetry. Using their own bodies 
as puppetry materials, participants will learn 
how shadows can create stories and transport 
audiences to magical places.

StoryLab

In this quick-fire workshop, the team from 
Globe Town Project will give you heaps of ideas 
on starting your story, plus top tips on how to 
engage and WOW your audience. Great for any 
young person with a passion for books, reading 
or creating elaborate excuses about homework!

Collage Creations

Join abstract artist May Bluebell for a hands-
on introduction to collage. Participants will be 
given a brief history of collage art before May 
walks them through her own creative processes, 
inspirations and preferred aesthetics. Then it’s 
time to start creating your own collages! All 
materials will be provided.

KickstART at WA 
Maritime Museum
Sunday 14 April
WA Maritime Museum

Celebrate Youth Week WA at the WA Maritime Museum in Fremantle, with a free workshop 
series. Throughout this day, entry to the museum will be offered free everyone aged 26 and 
under! Learn about shadow puppetry, storytelling and collage in a rotating series of three 
drop-in workshops. Then get your groove on with a silent disco curated by the Youth Week 
WA Planning Committee!
Each workshop will run three times throughout Sunday 14 April, at the following times:

• 10am – 11am
• 11.30am – 12.30pm
• 1.30pm – 2.30pm

AGES
10-16

DROP
IN
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Being Present On The Page
Monday 15 April, 10am – 12pm
Midwest Room, State Library of WA

“I was a writer first. Creating new worlds after 
bedtime, my handwritten words lit by torchlight 
beneath the sheets. Pouring my heart into my 
diary on the long bus ride to school.”

Nirrimi Firebrace is an inspirational young 
photographer, writer and blogger. In this 
workshop she will illuminate the creative 
process of journalling and writing about 
one’s own life. This is a guide to finding the 
narratives, seeking the silver linings and 
processing the intensity of feeling feelings; 
because being a human is hard and writing is a 
profound way to make sense of it all.

Comedy Starter Kit

Monday 15 April, 12pm – 4pm
Studio Underground, State Theatre Centre of WA

Been watching comedians on YouTube? Got 
something to share but don’t know where  
to start? Comedy Starter Kit is a workshop which 
provides skills, confidence and knowledge about 
Perth’s comedy scenes. Facilitated by Nadia 
Collins, this workshop caters to brand-new and 
emerging comedians, who may feel like their 
voices have been ‘Othered’ in comedy spaces. 
Participants will be guided through low-pressure 
improv activities and easy-to-use writing 
techniques, while learning how to develop 
material, refine delivery and conquer comedic 
timing. This is a safe-space for young comedians 
to practice performing and prepares them to 
book and ace their first gig!
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Young Boxing 
Woman Project

Tuesday 16 April, 10am – 12pm (ages 12 – 15)  
& 1pm – 3pm (ages 16 – 26) 
Studio Underground, State Theatre Centre of WA

Empowering women to claim their space 
without apology. The best way to improve your 
belief that you can, is to do. You don’t have to 
be the best or the fastest, you just need to show 
up. This workshop includes 45 minutes of non-
combat boxing which encourages participants 
to embrace discomfort in a supportive 
network of women and those who identify with 
womanhood. This is followed by a 45 minute, 
participant lead discussion about identity and 
what it means to claim your space. 

Bedroom Producers

Wednesday 17 April, 1pm – 2.30pm
Midwest Room, State Library of WA

Have you been busy producing beats in your 
bedroom? Want to learn how to? WOMPP 
will introduce participants to the process 
of electronic music production. Learn how 
to navigate Ableton Live on your laptop, 
program beats using MIDI and make your own 
instruments with samples. This workshop is 
suitable for beginners and emerging bedroom 
producers who want to take their music 
production skills to the next level, and is open 
to young people of all gender identities.

Pot Plant Revolution

Wednesday 17 April, 
11am – 1pm & 3pm – 5pm
Education Studio, Art Gallery of WA

It’s pretty overwhelming to think about how 
much plastic waste humans create every year 
and how much useful material we throw away. 
In this workshop, let’s make a change by turning 
this into your very own pot plant! Drop in to Pot 
Plant Revolution to learn about waste and your 
power to revolutionise it, then create your own 
recycled pot plant to take home. Facilitated by 
emerging arts manager Anastasia Beasley, in 
mentorship with Hayley Clarke from Onya.

AGES
12-15

AGES
16-26
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Craftivism

Thursday 18 April, 10.30am – 12.30pm
KickstART Nook, Ground Level,  
State Library of WA

Changing the world, one pom-pom at a time.
Make fun, easy, and deliciously colourful pom-
poms to soften the world around you in this 
vibrant workshop. Learn about the history of 
craftivism and the power of public art. Ideal for 
all levels of craftiness (or lack thereof).

Access All Areas @ the State Theatre 
Centre of WA

Thursday 18 April, 9.30am – 4.30pm
Meet in Main Foyer, State Theatre Centre of WA

Learn about the technical processes that come 
together onstage to create a professional 
theatre production, from the expert crew 
at the State Theatre Centre. This full-day 
technical theatre workshop will introduce you 
to stage lighting, audio, AV techniques, and 
the mechanics involved in rigging and fly work. 
Participants must bring own enclosed shoes 
and notepads. Lunch will be provided, bring 
snacks if you need.

Your Stories On Stage

Thursday 18 April, 3pm – 4.30pm
Kaos Room, The Blue Room Theatre

How can conversations with our friends turn 
into scripts for an audience of strangers? 
Theatre maker Charlotte Otton leads 
participants through processes of creating 
theatre shows which are honest, relatable 
and maybe even confrontational. Through 
writing exercises, playing with physicality 
and facilitated discussions, Charlotte teaches 
participants how to devise and develop theatre 
shows from their own lived experiences. 
Come develop your first scene, or refine an 
idea you’ve had for years. Participants are 
encouraged to bring a photo of their younger 
self to this workshop.

DROP
IN
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Writing Songs About Perth

Friday 19 April, 12pm – 1.30pm
Kaos Room, The Blue Room Theatre

Writing what you know, what you’ve seen, and 
where you’ve been; join us to learn how a walk 
through our city can turn into a song. Writing 
Songs About Perth is a workshop with local folk 
musicians The Happy Girls. Suitable for anyone 
who wants learn about song writing, regardless 
of previous experience, The Happy Girls invite 
participants to explore writing and listening 
techniques, particularly those that engage with 
the spaces we inhabit and call home.

Bio-Tinkering Lights

Saturday 20 April, 
10.30am – 12.30pm (ages 12 – 16) 
& 2pm – 4pm (ages 17 – 26)
CSIRO Lab, Scitech

In this hands-on STEAM workshop, presented 
in the Scitech CSIRO Lab by Dr Claire Pannell 
and Robyn Shrosbree, participants will explore 
how electrical energy is stored in food and 
drinks. Learn how to harness this energy to 
light up the world with a slow healing glow. 
Using food we will use renewable energy from 
within to run LED lights and create a glowing 
fruit bowl sculpture to feature at your home or 
on your dining table.

Playful Percussion

Friday 19 April, 10am – 11.30am
Kaos Room, The Blue Room Theatre

This workshop gives participants an opportunity 
to learn about and play percussion instruments 
from around the world. Using his experience as 
a composer and performer, Pavan Kumar Hari 
will teach participants about world percussion 
instruments such as the Tabla (Indian), Djembe 
(African) and Cajón (Spanish). After learning 
about the culture and background of these 
instruments, participants will be taught how 
to make music with them. This workshop will 
conclude with a drum circle, where everyone is 
invited to experiment with different instruments.

AGES
12-16

AGES
17-26
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Performance

Poetic Lineages

Tuesday 16 April, 6pm – 7.30pm
Courtyard, State Theatre Centre of WA

Our stories are always built upon the stories 
which came before us. In Perth, the poetry 
scene is a scribbled family tree of lineage and 
line breaks. 
 
Throughout March, a group of local emerging 
poets were given the opportunity to be 
mentored by established poetic leaders of 
Perth. These mentors include Julie Watts 
(winner of the 2018 Dorothy Hewitt Award), 
Shey Marque (Queensland Poetry Festival’s 
2018 Emerging Older Poet), Scott-Patrick 
Mitchell (WA Poets Inc.) and Sukhjit Kaur 
Khalsa (Australia’s Got Talent, Fully Sikh). This 
program culminates with a showcase, in which 
the mentored poets will share their similes and 
manifest their metaphors.

Comedy Starter Kit –
Performance Evening

Monday 15 April, 6.30pm – 8pm
The Moon Café

A performance showcase and celebration of 
young voices in Perth’s local comedy circuit.
  
Featuring young, queer comedian Charlotte 
Glance and a premier performance from Gelo’s 
Giggle Gang collective. Hosted by Sukhjit 
Kaur Khalsa, a first generation Australian Sikh 
spoken word artist and laughter enthusiast. This 
event will also include performance showings 
from participants in the earlier ‘Comedy Starter 
Kit’ workshop, facilitated by Nadia Collins! 
Open mic available for more young budding 
comedians (if time permits).

Please note: this venue does not have wheelchair 
accessible restrooms.
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& More Performances

Good Folk Friday 

Friday 19 April, 2pm – 4pm
James Street Amphitheatre, Perth Cultural Centre

Featuring some good folk who play good folk 
music. A low-key series of busking sets from 
The Happy Girls, Jack Davies, Sauvage and 
George Burton. Good Folk Friday will also 
feature artists who took part in the City of Perth 
Busking Program in partnership with Propel. 
There will also be an opportunity for audience 
members to share in the performance, by 
contributing songs and poems on the open-
mic, if they feel like it!
  

Hidden Movements 

Wednesday 17 April, 7pm – 8.30pm,
Thursday 18 April, 5pm – 6.30pm & 7pm – 8.30pm
Studio Underground, State Theatre Centre of WA

Join five emerging dancers in the Studio 
Underground at the State Theatre Centre of 
WA, for a series of intimate and personal solo 
performance showings. Hidden Movements is a 
creative development program where up to 10 
young dancers across Perth and the Mandurah 
region work under the guidance of local dance 
artist Bernadette Lewis to develop their skills in 
choreography, improvisation, and performance.
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Talks
Snacks & Chats

Monday 15 April, 1pm – 3pm
Kaos Room, The Blue Room Theatre

Would you like some advice or guidance on 
your career in the arts? Passionate about a 
project, but not sure who to talk with next?

Zal Kanga-Parabia and Bella Ndayikeze, the 
2019 WA Youth Week Ambassadors, are 
inspirational young people who are motivated 
about helping others! At this event, enjoy 
a one-on-one chat with Zal or Bella about 
the direction of your emerging career, your 
experience in the arts, or any projects you’ve 
been brainstorming recently. 

Zal’s areas of expertise include music, 
storytelling, rock climbing, climate change 
justice, diving, science and keeping yourself 
healthy. Bella would love to share her advice 
around staying optimistic, community 
engagement, entrepreneurship, hip-hop music, 
cultural experience, sport and mental health. 
 
You provide the question and ideas, Propel will 
provide the snacks!

The Creative Process of Protest
 
Tuesday 16 April, 2pm – 3.30pm
Auditorium, City of Perth Library
 
Can creative practice constitute a form of 
political protest? How can artists also be 
advocates, activists or anarchists? 

Join local speakers as they attempt to answer 
these questions, in relation to their own 
intersections of artistic practice and political 
intent. Speakers include; Michelle Bui (an 
activist with the Refugee Right Action Network 
WA), Marziya Mohammedali (a poet, known for 
documenting several protest movements within 
Perth), Saoirse Nash and Jakob Boyd from local 
DIY publisher Hectic Measures Press, and a 
representative from Climate Strike (the school 
strikers for climate action). 
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& More Talks

Pretzels, Peddles and Perseverance 

Tuesday 16 April, 4pm – 5.30pm
Auditorium, City of Perth Library

You’re riding in the back of rickshaw through 
Northbridge on a Tuesday night. Suddenly, 
you pass a bright pink sea container. What is it 
selling? Pretzels! Join two entrepreneurs still 
in their 20s; Brittany Garbutt from Pretzel and 
Zac Duggan from Peddle Perth. These young 
people have used determination, enthusiasm 
and a little bit of surrealism to turn their visions 
into iconic staples of any night out  
in Northbridge.

In this talk and extended Q&A, Brit and Zac 
will discuss what it means to run a business 
when most of your friends are still completing 
university, and how to do all of this hard work 
while sustaining your personal life. 

Self Care in the Arts 

Wednesday 17 April, 7pm – 8.30pm
Performance Space, PICA

Sometimes, working in the arts and practicing 
self-care do not feel synonymous.

Presented in collaboration with PICA, this 
friendly forum aims to equip artists and arts 
workers with tools to be healthier, happier 
(maybe?) and a little more hydrated. Even 
if you don’t work in the arts sector, you are 
absolutely welcome to attend and participate 
as you please.  

Featuring homemade advice from young and 
emerging local speakers such as: Mark Briffa, 
Simone Detourbet, and Sam Nerida. 

This event was produced in collaboration with 
Zoe Hollyoak from The Cutting Room Floor. 
Please join us afterwards for a cup of tea! 
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Still Here LGBTQIA+ Lab: Artist Talks 

Wednesday 17 April, 5.30pm – 6.30pm
Education Room, PICA

Six emerging creatives share their thoughts and 
experiences from the Still Here LGBTQIA+ Lab.

Still Here is a lab which amplifies the 
visibility of LGBTQIA+ artists in WA, and 
offered developmental opportunities for six 
emerging practitioners. Through professional 
development opportunities and facilitated 
introspection and provocation, these lab 
participants have since been encouraged to 
create their own artistic responses, which will 
be discussed during these artist talks.
  
Featuring: Aisyah Aaqil Sumito, Ethan Matthew 
Blackburn, James McMillan, Noemie Huttner-
Koros, Patrick Gunasekera, and Sam Nerida.

I Don’t Do Dots 

Thursday 18 April, 1pm – 2pm
Great Southern Room, State Library of WA

Esther McDowell / Yabini Kickett is a Noongar 
woman with ties to Ballardong, Nyaki-Nyaki, 
Wadjuk and Bibbulmun clan groups. As an 
emerging multidisciplinary arts practitioner, 
she is committed to tackling misconceptions in 
relation to her role as a young Aboriginal artist. 

In this talk, Esther will discuss how she began 
taking herself seriously as an independent 
artist and address some of the hurdles she 
continuously works through in her career.

Taboo Talks

Wednesday 17 April, 8.45pm – 9.45pm
Kaos Room, The Blue Room Theatre

What did Dolly Doctor teach you? Have you 
been googling your grey areas instead of 
talking to friends? If we can’t speak about 
taboo topics, how else will we learn?
  
An anonymous Q&A panel about sexuality, 
sexual health, body positivity, respectful 
relationships, consent and ethical pornography. 
Submit questions anonymously for our taboo 
trained panel of representatives from Youth 
Pride Network, SHQ, Smut Club and Magenta.

AGES
18+
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Special Events

IMF x Asian Creative Network Perth 
Meet Up 

Monday 15 April, 3.30pm – 6pm
Meet in Main Foyer, State Library of WA

A solidarity event where young creative 
people who identify as Asian can take part in 
meaningful conversations about self, identity 
and creative practices in a supportive space.

‘Imagined Migrant Futures’ is a community art 
project that responds to the histories of Asian 
migration into WA with creative intervention, 
cultural storytelling, speculative fiction and 
fantasy. This event will be facilitated in person by 
local artists Patrick Gunasekera and Steven Finch, 
and virtually facilitated by Gabby Loo.

Still Here LGBTQIA+ Lab: Open Studio

Saturday 13 – Saturday 20 April, 10am - 5pm
Education Room, PICA

Explore the processes and works-in-progress of 
the Still Here LGBTQIA+ Lab participants.

Still Here offers an opportunity to interrogate 
what it means to be queer and make art. 
Through introspection and provocation, 
participants have been encouraged to create 
their own artistic responses to their experiences, 
which will be displayed in this studio and 
discussed during the Still Here: Artist Talks on 
Wednesday 17 April.

PICA is open from 10am until 5pm, Tuesday - Sunday.
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Behind The Scenes At The State Library: 
Shaun Tan

Wednesday 17 April, 10am – 11am
Meet in Main Foyer, State Library of WA

A behind the scenes tour that provides 
unique insight into Shaun Tan’s creative 
mind and artistic body of work. Join Library 
staff at the Cicada exhibition and move to 3 
different locations throughout the library to 
view oil paintings, unpublished illustrations, 
sculptures, notebooks, sketches from 
books including Memorial (1999), The Lost 
Thing (2000), The Red Tree (2001), Rules of 
Summer (2013), and The Singing Bones (2015).

Djoondal Djoomba – Living Beneath a 
Shimmering Sky

Thursday 18 April, 6pm – 8pm
Library Theatre, State Library of WA

Australian skies have been telling stories for 
thousands of years. Have you been listening? 
Join Zal Kanga-Parabia and Shaun Nannup 
for an introduction to the sky, the stars and 
spaces in between. Drawing on Indigenous 
knowledge, star lore and contemporary 
models, you will be guided through an 
introductory story of the stars and why they 
matter. How do the constellations and star 
signs work? How can we tell time using the 
moon? Who am I in relation to this shimmering 
skyline? By paying attention to the cosmos, we 
journey together towards knowledge.

Häxa House 

Friday 19 April, 7pm – 10pm
Centre for Stories

A one-night only art exhibition and party which 
showcases emerging local artists in residential 
spaces around Perth. Häxa House casts a 
casual, intimate approach to hosting an array of 
visual art, live poetry and experimental music. 
Come join this collective of local curators 
as they invite you to celebrate weirdness, 
experimentation and generosity. Featuring 
visual artists, poets, musicians and other local 
makers. Häxa emphasises a DIY, inclusive and 
collaborative approach to creativity.
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Exhibitions & Installations
A Manifesto To Softness

Launch Event: Sunday 14 April, 6.30pm – 8.30pm
Wednesday 10 April – Tuesday 16 April
City Arts Space, Northbridge Piazza

A Manifesto To Softness celebrates and captures 
the moments when we feel most ‘soft’. Using 
the intimate mediums of portrait photography 
and poetry, this exhibition explores how we 
experience softness through sensations, in 
particular places, towards others and within 
ourselves. Audio of selected participants’ 
discussions with the artist - recorded prior to 
being photographed - encourages viewers to 
reflect on what the concept of softness means 
to them, and provides an insight into the artists’ 
creative theory.

The City Arts Space is open from 10am until 4pm, seven 
days a week.

Fruits Of Failure

Performance: Saturday 13 April, 10.30am – 2pm
Central Square, Perth Cultural Centre

In-Situ Installation: Sunday 14 – Thursday 18 April
Discovery Lounge, State Library of WA

Can creativity be cultivated in a similar way 
to tree planting, leaving seeds? Can we use 
our failures as a compost to our creative soils? 
Enter the blanket fort, and find out.

Fruits Of Failure is a participatory performance 
installation which reconsiders how failure can 
form a positive process of growth that fuels the 
creative process. Participants are invited into a 
homemade blanket fort, created and facilitated 
by interdisciplinary artists from KAN Collective. 
In this gentle space of reflection and critical 
engagement, participants and facilitators will 
discuss stories of failure, embarrassment and 
creative-block.After Festival Day, the Fruits 
Of Failure blanket fort will be displayed in the 
Discovery Lounge at the State Library of WA. 

The State Library of WA is open from 9am until 8pm 
Mondays to Thursdays; 9am until 5pm Fridays; and 10am 
until 5.30pm on weekends.
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The Sketchbook Project Exhibition

Saturday 13 – Tuesday 30 April
KickstART Nook, Ground Level, State Library of WA

A collaborative and visual experience that 
shares stories from young people across WA. 

Each year, Propel sends hundreds of 
sketchbooks to participants aged 12 - 26 
across our vast State, ready to be cut, painted 
and inked, filled with designs, stories and 
drawings from young people who want to 
share their stories. All completed sketchbooks 
are displayed in the State Library of WA for the 
KickstART Festival, before embarking on a tour 
of regional and suburban libraries, sharing our 
young people’s stories in an ongoing event 
called The Travelling Sketchbook Exhibition.

The State Library of WA is open from 9am until 8pm 
Mondays to Thursdays; 9am until 5pm Fridays; and 10am 
until 5.30pm on weekends.

Travelling Loom

Interactive Install: Saturday 13 April, 12pm – 5pm
Various locations, Perth Cultural Centre

In-Situ Installation: Sunday 14 – Thursday 18 April
KickstART Nook, Ground Level, State Library of WA

Making friends with yarn!

Find Leah Vlatko and her colourful giant loom 
roving around the Perth Cultural Centre during 
KickstART Festival Day. You are invited to 
contribute to this interactive loom by weaving 
through the yarns closest to your experiences, 
and exploring the idea of how you nurture 
yourself. Take your time, sit, weave, play, be still.

After KickstART Festival Day, Leah’s Travelling 
Loom will be displayed in the KickstART Nook 
on the ground level at the State Library of WA. 
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Lotterywest Story Street
Community Library

Launch Event: Sunday 14 April, 3pm – 4pm
Sunday 14 April – Saturday 20 April, 10am – 4pm
Kaos Room, The Blue Room Theatre

Community Arts Network’s Lotterywest Story 
Street is a series of creative storytelling projects 
for and by multicultural communities in the 
Cities of Canning, Stirling and Wanneroo.

As part of Lotterywest Story Street, CAN is 
establishing a traveling community library 
with stories, videos, and artworks from many 
different local multicultural communities. This 
library will contain significant cultural histories 
and media created by and for multicultural 
communities, and various creative resources to 
give people the ability to tell their own stories, 
and to speak of their cultural histories. Come 
along and add your own story to this ongoing 
project of cultural expression!

The Yokayi Postcard Project

Saturday 13 April – Saturday 20 April, 10am – 5pm
Imagination Room, Art Gallery of WA

Members of the Yokayi Girls Program (at 
Girrawheen Senior High School, Balga Senior 
High School and Kiara College) were invited by 
Propel to create their own artistic responses to 
the work of emerging Bibbulmun artist Esther 
McDowell / Yabini Kickett as part of her Artist 
Activation at AGWA. The result is a series of 
postcard landscapes, created during school 
incursion workshops – supported by Edmund 
Rice Centre WA – which will be exhibited in the 
Imagination Room at the Art Gallery of WA.

Desert River Sea: Portraits of the Kimberley is open at the 
Art Gallery of WA until Monday 27 May. 

The Art Gallery of WA is open from 10am until 5pm 
Wednesdays to Mondays, and is closed on Tuesdays.

& More Exhibitions and Installations
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KickstART Prom
Saturday 20 April, 4pm – 8.30pm
Studio Underground, State Theatre Centre of WA

The Festival is over and we want to boogie with you!

Bring your biodegradable glitter, your favourite 
people and your dancing shoes. We hope this 
can be the cliché prom you secretly wanted in 
school, yet probably didn’t get to experience. 

Fancy frocks and outfits are encouraged, but 
definitely not required. No prom kings and 
queens will be appointed but you can still wear 
crowns if you want. If you believe that you are 
royalty, we agree wholeheartedly. 

Music curated by Women Of Music Production 
Perth (WOMPP) with a focus on feel good vibes 
and cheesy throwbacks.
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Mentorships

Propel Youth Arts WA and our team would love to acknowledge the following 
mentorships and development opportunities, which made KickstART Festival 2019 
an ongoing process of facilitated growth and community-based nurturing.

Hayley Clarke

Thank you to Hayley Clarke, from Onya Life, who 
mentored young artist Anastasia Beasley towards 
the development and execution of her ‘Pot Plant 
Revolution’ workshop series. Hayley’s generous 
sharing of knowledge and expertise added 
valuable context and significance to this project. 

Paper Mountain

Thank you to the team at Paper Mountain for 
contributing funding towards various events, 
workshops and installations featuring Leah Vlatko 
of Sun and Flower Studios. With this support, 
we were able to increase Leah’s involvement 
with Youth Week WA and provide the artist with 
professional mentorship and development.

Janet Carter

Thank you to Janet Carter for her ongoing 
mentorship, advice and advocacy for young 
artists. Janet was present throughout the Still 
Here LGBTQIA+ Lab both as a mentor and a 
roundtable leader. Additionally, Janet mentored 
the installation processes of HAXA House and 
A Manifesto To Softness.

 

Claire Pannell

Thank you to Dr Claire Pannell for her ongoing 
support as an enthusiastic artist, scientist and 
mentor to young people. Particularly in relation 
to the Bio-Tinkering workshop, thank you for 
your mentorship of Robyn Shrosbree as an 
emerging STEAM facilitator.

Poetic Lineages

Thank you to the poetic mentors; Amanda Joy, 
Andrew Sutherland, Julie Watts, Niel Smith, 
Scott-Patrick Mitchell, Shey Marque, Sukhjit 
Kaur Khalsa and Zainab Zahra Syed. These 
local leaders guided a group young poets both 
in their creative writing and their blossoming 
careers as public storytellers. 

Still Here LGBTQIA+ Lab 

Thank you PICA and Perth Festival for making 
it possible for six lab participants to engage 
with the internationally acclaimed artist Cassils. 
Thank you to Cassils and Cristy Michel for their 
generous involvement, specifically in sharing 
their relevant expertise and experiences. 
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Still Here

Still Here is a lab which privileges the visibility 
of LGBTQIA+ creatives in Western Australia. 
Starting in January, 6 local artists were selected 
to work beside internationally acclaimed 
transgender artist Cassils, in partnership with 
PICA and Perth Festival. These artists were 
provided with a studio space at PICA, where 
visiting artists facilitated roundtable discussions 
around ideas of queerness and art as an 
embodied experience of identity. 

“Perhaps it just goes to show that challenging 
of critically engaged artistic practice can always 
coexist with a consideration of the safety 
and boundaries of trans, gender diverse and 
queer youth. Especially those that experience 
multiple intersections of marginalisation 
beyond being LGBTQIA+.”
 -Aisyah Aaqil Sumito

“Cassils is an incredible ground breaking artist 
and it was beautiful to be able to work with them. 
It’s made me question my practice as a queer 
artist and maker, and how I position the body 
(queer bodies) within my work.“
 -Noemie Huttner-Koros

“Taking part in this program has allowed me to 
reflect on my queer identity and think deeply 
about the importance of queer art. Moving 
forward, I think I will look back on this program 
as a catalyst in my art practice.”
 -Ethan Blackburn

“This lab to me feels like an opportunity to more 
deeply interrogate what it is to be queer and to 
make art, to be queer and to be seen, and to be 
queer and to form community. 

In a small place where queer narratives are not 
exactly ‘gatekept’ but are often drowned out by 
the loudest or most socially acceptable one, it 
feels validating and important to acknowledge 
the diversity of queerness and the individuality of 
those experiences as a person and an artist.”
 -Sam Nerrida
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Accessibility

Wheelchair Access
All KickstART events take place in wheelchair 
accessible venues, unless otherwise noted.

National Relay Service
You can contact Propel Youth Arts WA through 
the National Relay Service.
TTY users phone 133 677
Speak and Listen users phone 1300 555 727, 
or contact us via relayservice.gov.au.

Propel is committed to making KickstART programming accessible to all young people. 
Please contact us if you have any accessibility requirements that you would like to discuss, 
by emailing hello@propel.org.au or calling the Propel office on 08 9328 5855.

KickstART Festival Information
The Youth Week WA KickstART Festival 
program is also available in the following 
alternative formats:

• Online at propel.org.au
• Large print PDF format
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The KickstART Team

Propel Staff

Jamie McGleave
General Manager

Cecile Vuaillat
Project Coordinator

Maddie Godfrey
Creative Coordinator - 
Youth Week WA 2019

Caitlin Paroczai
Communications Officer

Karen Connolly
Finance Officer

Graphic Designer

Madeleine Antill

Propel Interns

Sally Davies
Carolyn Ting
Stephanie Vuduris
Anastasia Beasley

Volunteers

Our amazing volunteers 
are vital to the success of 
the KickstART Festival each 
year. While we can’t list all 
of them here, we would 
like to send out a massive 
thanks to each and every 
one of them!

Youth Week WA
Planning Committee

Aisyah Aaqil Sumito
Alice Roberts
Amy Johnston
Anastasia Beasley
Angus Duong
Aref Rashidan
Bella Ndayikeze
Benjamin Da Cruz
Cailin Dumma
Carmina Farano

Carolyn Ting
Christie Yip
Eliza Bourgault du Coudray
George Burton
Grace Crogan
Hien Le
Madeleine Antill
Miranda Turner
Patrick Gunasekera
Rachel Yeo

Rana Ibrahim
Rebecca Riggs-Bennett
Ruby Liddelow
Sally Davies
Sebastian Critti
Stephanie Vuduris
Tasha Tong
Zal Kanga-Parabia
Zoe Wells
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CalendarCalendar

When Event Name Location Page

Saturday 13 April

10am - 8pm KickstART Festival Day Perth Cultural Centre & 
State Theatre Centre of WA

7

10am - 4pm KickstART Market Perth Cultural Centre 7

2pm - 8pm KickstART Music State Theatre Centre of WA 8

10am - 2pm Flower Crown Workshop Perth Cultural Centre 10

10am - 5pm Still Here: Open Studio PICA 22

10.30am - 2 pm Fruits Of Failure Perth Cultural Centre 24

11am - 3pm What GIFs Perth Cultural Centre 10

12pm - 5pm Travelling Loom Perth Cultural Centre 25

Sunday 14 April

10am - 2.30pm KickstART at WA Maritime WA Maritime Museum 12

10am - 2.30pm > Shadow Puppetry WA Maritime Museum 7

10am - 2.30pm > StoryLab WA Maritime Museum 8

10am - 2.30pm > Collage Creations WA Maritime Museum 10

10am - 5pm Still Here: Open Studio PICA 22

12pm - 2pm Life Drawing For Beginners The Blue Room Theatre 11

3pm - 4pm Story Street Library launch event The Blue Room Theatre 26

4pm - 6pm Getting Crafty State Library of WA 11

6.30pm - 8.30pm A Manifesto To Softness launch event Northbridge Piazza 24

Monday 15 April

10am - 12pm Being Present On The Page State Library of WA 13

12pm - 4pm Comedy Starter Kit Workshop State Theatre Centre of WA 13

1pm - 3pm Snacks & Chats The Blue Room Theatre 19

2pm - 4pm Getting Crafty State Library of WA 11

10am - 5pm IMF x Asian Creative Network Meet Up State Library of WA 22

6.30pm - 8pm Comedy Starter Kit Performance The Moon Café 17

Tuesday 16 April

10am - 12pm Young Boxing Woman Project State Theatre Centre of WA 14

10am - 5pm Still Here: Open Studio PICA 22

1pm - 3pm Young Boxing Woman Project State Theatre Centre of WA 14

2pm - 3.30pm The Creative Process of Protest City of Perth Library 19

4pm - 5.30pm Pretzels, Peddles & Perseverance City of Perth Library 20

6pm - 7.30pm Poetic Lineages State Theatre Centre of WA 17

EVENT KEY:   WORKSHOP   PERFORMANCE   TALK   SPECIAL EVENT  EXHIBITION / INSTALLATION
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When Event Name Location Page

Wednesday 17 April

10am - 11am Behind the Scenes: Shaun Tan State Library of WA 23

10am - 5pm Still Here: Open Studio PICA 22

11am - 1pm Pot Plant Revolution Art Gallery of WA 14

1pm - 2.30pm Bedroom Producers State Library of WA 14

3pm - 5pm Pot Plant Revolution Art Gallery of WA 14

5.30pm - 6.30pm Still Here: Artist Talks PICA 21

7pm - 8.30pm Self Care in the Arts PICA 20

7pm - 8.30pm Hidden Movements State Theatre Centre of WA 18

8.45pm - 9.45pm Taboo Talks The Blue Room Theatre 21

Thursday 18 April

9.30am - 4.30pm Access All Areas State Theatre Centre of WA 15

10am - 5pm Still Here: Open Studio PICA 22

10.30am - 12.30pm Craftivism State Library of WA 15

1pm - 2pm I Don’t Do Dots State Library of WA 21

3pm - 4.30pm Your Stories On Stage The Blue Room Theatre 15

5pm - 6.30pm Hidden Movements State Theatre Centre of WA 18

6pm - 8pm Djoondal Djoomba State Library of WA 23

7pm - 8.30pm Hidden Movements State Theatre Centre of WA 18

Friday 19 April

10am - 11.30am Playful Percussion The Blue Room Theatre 16

12pm - 1.30pm Writing Songs About Perth The Blue Room Theatre 16

2pm - 4pm Good Folk Friday Perth Cultural Centre 18

7pm - 10pm Haxa House Centre for Stories 23

Saturday 20 April

10.30am - 12.30pm Bio-Tinkering Lights Scitech 16

2pm - 4pm Bio-Tinkering Lights Scitech 16

10am - 5pm Still Here: Open Studio PICA 22

4pm - 8.30pm KickstART Prom State Theatre Centre of WA 27
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Recurring Events

A Manifesto To Softness
 
P.24
Wednesday 10 April - Tuesday 16 April
City Arts Space, Northbridge Piazza
 
The City Arts Space is open from 10am until 
4pm, seven days a week.

The Sketchbook Project Exhibition

P.25 
Saturday 13 April - Tuesday 30 April
KickstART Nook, Ground Floor, State Library of WA 

The State Library of WA is open from 9am until 
8pm Mondays to Thursdays; 9am until 5pm 
Fridays; and 10am until 5.30pm on weekends.

The Yokayi Postcard Project

P.26 
Sunday 13 April - Saturday 20 April
Imagination Room, Art Gallery of WA
 
The Art Gallery of WA is open from 10am until 
5pm Wednesdays to Mondays, and is closed 
on Tuesdays.

Fruits Of Failure In-Situ Installation
 
P.24
Sunday 14 April - Thursday 18 April
Discovery Lounge, State Library of WA
 
The State Library of WA is open from 9am until 
8pm Mondays to Thursdays; 9am until 5pm 
Fridays; and 10am until 5.30pm on weekends.

Lotterywest Story Street  
Community Library
 
P.26
Sunday 14 April - Saturday 20 April
Kaos Room, The Blue Room Theatre
 
The Story Street Community Library will be 
open from 10am until 4pm, from Sunday 14 
April until Saturday 20 April.

Travelling Loom In-Situ Installation

P.25
Sunday 14 April - Thursday 18 April
KickstART Nook, Ground Floor, State Library of WA

The State Library of WA is open from 9am until 
8pm Mondays to Thursdays; 9am until 5pm 
Fridays; and 10am until 5.30pm on weekends.



35

Community

Check out these special offers and initiatives as part of the Youth Week WA KickstART 
Festival in 2019. The support that Propel receives from the local community grows with 
each passing year. Special thanks to these local Perth businesses for your support!

Bivouac
Bivouac is offering $15 lunch specials including 
soft drink, coffee or tea... all in celebration 
of Youth Week WA! Use the secret code 
kickstARTfestival to receive this exclusive offer. 

Chicho Gelato
From Monday 8 until Monday 20 April, Chicho 
Gelato will be offering a special new KickstART 
flavour that reflects this year’s theme: Nurture 
The Now. Look forward to a vegan friendly 
flavour that incorporates native bush plants, 
created in consultation with Chicho Gelato’s 
very own Chez Bartolo!

Peddle Perth
Peddle Perth is a youth-owned business, which 
offers an entertaining and environmentally 
friendly alternative to taxis! Usually run with 
a ‘pay as you feel’ model, where passengers 
donate after their ride, Peddle Perth will offer 
free rides during select days/times during 
Youth Week WA. Keep an eye out for riders 
and rickshaws on Tuesday 16 April, before and 
after Pretzels, Peddles and Perseverance. 

Pretzel 
Get 10% off any purchase made at Pretzel 
Northbridge when you use the secret code 
kickstart during Youth Week WA. There’s 
something for everyone, whatever your tastes!

RTRFM
Throughout Youth Week WA, young people 
will be featured and celebrated on local 
independent radio station RTR FM 92.1. These 
young people will experience radio behind-
the-scenes, and have their voices amplified! 
Featuring local emerging artists, and members 
of the KickstART team.

SHQ
SHQ (Sexual Health Quarters) is proud to 
support Youth Week WA by offering free 
appointments for young people aged 26 and 
under! Call 08 9227 6177 between 15-19 
April to make a booking, and mention this 
promotion to receive your free appointment! 
SHQ offers a range of services including: STI 
testing and treatment; contraception; cervical 
screening; and unintended pregnancy support.
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Festival Map
KEY

Art Gallery of WA
Perth Cultural Centre, Roe Street, Perth

The Blue Room Theatre
53 James St, Northbridge

Centre for Stories
100 Aberdeen Street, Northbridge

City Arts Space
Northbridge Piazza, corner of James  
Street and Lake Street, Northbridge

City of Perth Library
573 Hay Street, Perth

The Moon Cafe
2/323 William Street, Northbridge
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Perth Institute of Contemporary Arts
51 James Street, Northbridge

Scitech CSIRO Lab
City West Centre, Sutherland Street,  
West Perth

State Library of WA
25 Francis Street, Perth

State Theatre Centre of WA
174-176 William Street, Perth

WA Maritime Museum
Victoria Quay, Peter Hughes Drive, 
Fremantle
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THANK
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YOU!
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Partners

Presentation Partners

Venue Partners

Program Partners

Community Partners



 propel.org.au

 propelyouthartswa
 kickstartfestivalwa

 propelyoutharts

 propelyouthartswa
 kickstartfestivalwa

E: hello@propel.org.au

PH: 08 9328 5855

 #YouthWeekWA
 #kickstARTfestival
 #nurtureyouth
 #propelyoutharts

w
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